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Please note there may be images of deceased persons within this publication 

Survival Day was once again a well attended event held in our
community.  The day began with a colour run along the Esplanade,
enjoyed by participants and spectators. The flag raising was performed
by Aunty Dorita Wilson, Aunty June Noble and Mr Peter Gavel. While
activities were limited due to a COVID-safe plan, the BBQ Breakfast,
fishing competition and closing event were all well attended - and
everyone looked like they were having fun! See inside this newsletter for
more photos of smiling faces from the day.

A big thank you to all those who turned up and participated in the
activities and showed their support for this community event to bring
all our families and friends together. And our extra special thanks to
everyone who volunteered in the organising and setting up  of the event
and activities - you are what makes Yarrabah a true community.
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New Council website coming soon 
We're in the process of redesigning and

gathering stories about people and places in
Yarrabah for Council's new website. 

If you've got a story you'd like to tell us, about
something you've done, or nominate someone
else that we can yarn with to write their story

please email Kanika on
kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au

 



As we say goodbye to 2020, we welcome 2021
with great optimism. The COVID-19 pandemic has
meant we have all had a lot to contend with over
the past 12 months. During this time the immediate
and long-term challenges of public health and
economic recovery were tested - but it is
important to remember that our elderly and most
vulnerable were protected. 

There were many organisations and individuals that
helped us through these trying times. I'd like to
take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank
members of the DDMG, LDMG and the SDCC;
frontline workers at QPS, Queensland Health, YASC
and Gurriny; and especially thank the State
Government for their strong leadership stance in
looking after all Queenslanders.

And I must congratulate and thank everyone in
Yarrabah. As a community we came together and
did what we had to protect our people from the
virus and we can be proud we did this together but
we must not undo this good work, and continue to
remain vigilant and cautious of the real threat of
the virus entering our community - while at the
same time being alert to the threat of natural
disasters such as cyclone and localise flooding.
YASC and the local co-ordination centre are
regularly updated on these events as they occur
and are supporting the  community to prepare for
all eventualities and keeping them informed.

2021 is a very important year in terms of the reform
agenda for indigenous people across the country.

A message from the Mayor
My representation on the Co-design leadership
group of a VOICE to parliament is continuing and
the interim report to the Australian Government on
the process is out now for public consultation. 
 Consultation and feedback is required from
Indigenous People and the wider Australian
community. This is available online at Resources,
Indigenous Voice (niaa.gov.au).

On the state landscape, the 'Local Thriving
Communities' agenda is underway,  lead by the
Department of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
Partnerships (DATSIP). The local Yarrabah
Leadership Model demonstrated by the Yarrabah
Leaders Forum (YLF) has received great
acknowledgment and commendation.  The YLF is a
community framework that works closely with both
the state and federal government around strategy
and higher level discussions. All members of the
YLF are to be commended for their part in working
in unity for the betterment of the Yarrabah
Community.

My fellow local councillors have been extremely
busy adjusting to the Indigenous Local Government
space and embraced the privilege of stepping up
to the leadership role we play in the community. 
 2021 will be a busy year for us all, Councillors and
staff at Council, with a lot of meaningful
development projects planned; we will keep you
updated on the progress of these, through this
newsletter and a soon to be launched new Council
website.

In conclusion, Survival Day - as you will see from
the photos in this newsletter - was a great success.  
It is days like these that bring family and
community together in celebrating the richness of
our heritage and our culture over the past 65,000
years.  We acknowledge that there is a dark past of
our history and we reflect on our elders enduring
the pain, trauma and hurt as a result and the impact
of colonisation. Thank you to all that contributed
their time and effort in making the day a success
and we look forward to celebrating other events
planned throughout this calendar year. Until the
next edition, take care and God bless. 

Mayor Ross Andrews



After 20 Years of dedication to
education in Yarrabah we are all very

sad to farewell Mr Jason.
 

Before landing a job at Yarrabah State School
Mr Jason had been an educational wanderer

who had travelled the world and country
looking for teaching adventures. From

remote schools in Central Australia to the
schools along the Gold Coast stretch and of

course deadly Far North Queensland.
 

When starting in Yarrabah, this was seen as
just another little adventure but somewhere
along the way he was hooked on Yarrabah
and has since fallen in love with the place

and people. Starting as a Classroom Teacher
he navigated the modernisation of teaching

with the changing landscape and
introduction of technology and has worked

hard, leaving us as Principal.  
 

Mr Jason is often telling stories of yester-
year and is always reconnecting with former

students as he presents current students
with Celebration Certificates. Making the

remark of “I taught your father or mother”.
Many staff will be sad to see Mr Jason leave

our school as he is always cool and calm
even in all our difficult times.

 
Mr Jason, on behalf of the students, staff and
community we wish you, Pete and kids all the

best for your next adventure and we
sincerely thank you for the dedication, love
and 100% effort you have always put into
making Yarrabah State School a GREAT

School. As we always say, this is not farewell,
simply we’ll see you later.

 Garru Nyundu Wawal
 

Tom McCartney, Deputy Principal
Yarrabah State School

From 19 February Yarrabah artist Michelle Yeatman will
be displaying her artwork along with Philomena
Yeatman and Roy Gray (Snr) at the new Cairns
Courthouse art gallery opening on Abbott St in Cairns. 

“From the Ground Up” exhibition (including
collaborations with Arone Meeks) celebrates the
vitality and beauty of Yarrabah’s environment and
ensures the stories of community and culture are
carried brightly into the future. The foundation to each
story reflects childhood memories of fishing, hunting
and collecting from the land and sea. Aunty Philomena
Yeatman’s ceramic work is currently being showcased
at the Cairns Art Gallery - FNQ Contemporaries
Exhibition, which is now open to the public, free entry.

Congratulations to Aunty Michelle, Aunty Philomena 
 and Roy Gray for getting the opportunity to show off 
your beautiful artwork and sharing Yarrabah's stories.

CELEBRATING
YARRABAH ARTISTS

Exhibition details: 'From the Ground Up'

When: From 19 February/ongoing
Where: Cairns Courthouse, Abbott Street
:
Cost: Free. All welcome.

Farewell Mr Jason
Garru Nyundu Wawal

 



SSSURVIVAL DAY 2021URVIVAL DAY 2021URVIVAL DAY 2021

Pictured above: Aunty Dorita Wilson welcomes community to Survival Day with Yarrabah Council CEO Leon Yeatman 

Pictured above from left to right: Shanna, Rakeirah, Joan,, Zhiraine, Dulcie and Natarliah 



Congratulations to all the winners 
THANKS to everyone who came along to Survival Day

and took part in the fishing and colouring
competitions. Prizes were awarded (for all ages)  for
the biggest fish or the best drawing. However, the

most rewarding part of the day was seeing everyone
come together on this important day.

Prizes were donated by Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council.

Deadly prizes: Sue Andrews

Pic above: Vra Wilson 

HE'S A WINNER: Albert Mundraby 

DEADLY CATCH: Vera Wilson 

TOO DEADLY: Emma Andrews.
Thanks Vicki Jones, YASC.

GREAT WORK: Cosette Andrews and Ternita Sands



On 28 January we welcomed the Parley Australia
Crew to two of our most treasured beaches, Jilji
and Wungu. 

The clean-up went from 10am- 2pm and the day
was a success despite the weather changes not
stopping this team of volunteers from going ahead
with their plans. The crew also provided a healthy
lunch after a long walk along the beach then
proceeded to do another round of clean-up.

So who are the Parley Australia Crew? Well they
are a group of creators, thinkers and leaders who
come together to raise awareness of the beauty
and fragility of our oceans and collaborate on
projects that can end their destruction.

The Parley Australia Crew last visited our beaches
in December and organised the January clean-up
to see how much rubbish had washed up on our
beaches over the break.

We thank them for taking the time to come to
Yarrabah and helping keep our beaches clean.

Yarrabah has always had such a big support for
Rugby league when watching our local men and
women play. 2020 has been a tough year when
Covid had hit, we can all agree that Covid had taken
away many of the things that we as a community
enjoy doing. Now that we are able to play the sport
we love again , we can get back into shape and on
the field. 

Monday 1 February was the women’s first team
training session since March last year and the
turnout was very encouraging - well done to
everyone who came along. Uncle Merton Bulmer
had some inspiring words when he trained the
ladies Wednesday afternoon at the footy field, his
key message was "it takes time to become fit, it
doesn't just happen overnight".

Wungu cleanup

Uncle Leon Yeatman will be training the men's

team every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon at

5pm Jilara Oval, Uncle Merton will be training the

women's every Monday and Wednesday afternoon

at 5pm Jilara Oval.  

Both the women's and men's team will kick off

their season in April this year. The Yarrabah men's

team will play their first game against Edmonton

Storms. 

if you are interested in playing or just doing some

fitness please come down and join us.. 

    

Rugby, touch, or netball ...we all
love our sport - and it's good
for us!

We're back on the field - join us

Wednesday evenings from 3.30pm 

Contact Michael Barlow  Ph: 0417 432 020

 michaelbarlow@netballq.org.au



PUBLIC NOTICE: Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire
Council would like to advise that work has
commenced on the Council Chambers extension..
Site fencing will be in place for the next 6 months.
Entry to the Post Office is restricted to a single
entry point and is clearly marked. During the
works by HC Building and Construction we ask
that everyone seeking access to Council services
please follow the safety guidelines. Council
apologises for any inconvenience caused during
this time. Thank you in advance.

News from Council

CONGRATULATIONS KANIKA

Hello: I'm Kanika Miller many of you
will know me, I have lived in Yarrabah
my entire life. I went to Yarrabah
State Primary school and then High
School at Gordonvale. 

I was about to go into my senior year
there when I got the opportunity to
work at Cairns Regional Council as a
school based trainee, I worked there
for 8 months and then went back to
school to finish Year 12. 

 After Year 12 I was working in a food
outlet when I applied for a Business
Administration Trainee position at
YASC - and got it - and that has now
led me to acting in the
Communications Officer role.

As part of this role I'll be supporting
producing the Yarrabah Community
Newsletter, writing stories about
past and future events and projects
that are all relevant to Yarrabah. And
I'll be telling stories about locals who
have made a huge impact on other
community members.

I look forward to engaging with
community members more and
hopefully getting a lot more stories
out there for our mob to read.

Kanika
Acting Communications Officer

SAY HELLO TO 
A COUNCIL 
STAFF MEMBER

BUSINESS AS USUAL: Due to the works
at Council's Chambers, the February
Council meeting was held at the Works
Depot (pictured left) and staff there 
 were very keen and happy to host the
meeting, and the Councillors enjoyed
catching up with the Works staff and
have the opportunity to thank them
personally for all the work they do for
community.

ANIMAL
MANAGEMENT
WORKSHOP: 
Held 23 February 2021,
with representatives
from Council, Public
Health, DATSIP, RSPCA
and RASC. 

The aim of the workshop was to establish an Animal Management Working
Group for Yarrabah, with the purpose being to collaboratively progress
Yarrabah community priorities about Animal Management and to improve the
safety of residents. A funding proposal has been submitted by Yarrabah
Aboriginal Shire Council to the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services
for consideration. In the meantime, it is hoped that this group would initially
look at an interim innovative actions that can progress collaboratively, within
each of the normal areas of responsibility, for example, pooling education and
information resources regarding public health and responsible animal
ownership, pending the outcome of the funding proposal.



 yarrabah.qld.gov.au
 

The Yarrabah Community Newsletter is produced by Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council
on a monthly basis. Input is encouraged from community members. Please email
suggested notices and stories for consideration to kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au

A digital copy of this newsletter is available on Council's website and will be promoted
through our Facebook page and 2200+ followers. 

Advertising is available - please call Council on 4056 9120 to discuss. 
 
 

Due to the large number of noise
complaints throughout the Yarrabah
Community, Council are now taking

serious action, outlined below.

First Noise Complaint received 
with QP Number. 

Housing officers issue a 
'Notice to Remedy Breach'.

 
Second Noise Complaint received 

with QP Number. 
Housing officers issue a 'Notice to Remedy

Breach'. A meeting is set up with Head Tenant to
enter into an 'Acceptable Behaviour Agreement',

with police attendance. 
If the tenant does not enter into the agreement

the tenant will be issued a 'Notice to Leave'.
 

If a further complaint is received.
The tenant is issued a 'Notice to Leave' and the

file taken to the Queensland Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (QCAT) for a 'Warrant of

Possession'. Police then arrange for forced
removal to execute court order.

We all want to be able to enjoy our time at
home. For some of us this may include

activities that cause unwanted noise for our
neighbours, resulting in a noise complaint.
Excessive noise may be caused by loud
music, motor vehicles, or even musical

instruments. Be considerate of your
neighbours and ensure the noise you generate

is only audible within your home.

QUEENSLAND & YARRABAH 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2021

SES*- 132 500     POLICE LINK - 131 444
FIRE - 000              BAS (Q-BUILD) - 1200 650 910
GURRINY HEALTH SERVICES - 4226 4100 
MISSION AUSTRALIA - 1800 860 555
PCYC - 4056 9112
WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTRE - 4056 9245

be a good
neighbour
and dial
down 
your noise 

A message from
the Queensland

Police Service

*Information regarding contacting SES - any call out for
assistance, community members must ring the Control Room.
They will then get onto the local crew to attend. DO NOT ring
local SES members directly

COMMUNITY SERVICES CONTACTS

New Year's Day

Australia Day

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

Anzac Day

Anzac Day (in lieu of Sunday)

Labour Day

YARRABAH FOUNDATION DAY

YARRABAH NAIDOC DAY

CAIRNS SHOW DAY

Queen's Birthday

YARRABAH DOGIT DAY

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day (in lieu of Saturday)

Boxing Day

Friday 1 January

Tuesday 26 January

Friday 2 April

Saturday 3 April

Sunday 4 April

Monday 5 April

Sunday 25 April

Monday 26 April

Monday 3 May

Thursday 17 June

Friday 9 July

Friday 16 July

Monday 4 October

Tuesday 26 October

Friday 24 December

Monday 27 December

Tuesday 28 December


