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Season 2021 has been very challenging but also very rewarding. Through all the
perseverance and every individual effort put into ensuring Yarrabah Juniors return
to the ‘Greatest Game of All’ this year the Club fielded the following Teams - Under
6’s, 7’s, 8’s, 9’s x 2 (Seahawks Maroon & White), 10’s, 11’s and 14’s. We are very
proud to announce that Yarrabah Juniors have the highest number of girls playing
in the FNQ Rugby League Competition, WOW, what an awesome achievement. We
are hopeful that our Under 14s will have cemented a position within the top four
teams to participate in the semi-finals, so we wish all Players, Management Staff
and other Clubs Teams the best of luck.

Our Junior Rugby League Football Club Committee are proud of what has been
achieved throughout the season, with the support, dedication and commitment
from Parents, Players and Volunteers – Coaches, Managers, Sports Trainers,
League safe, Referees and those who worked tirelessly ‘behind the scenes’ at
Home and Away Games as well as at other Club held Events. Congratulations to all.

This year has been overwhelming with the travel (car-pooling) and financial
assistance given by Parents, Caregivers and Families to ensure the players were
able to participate in the game at other Clubs. The spirit of humbleness and act of
kindness does not go unnoticed, we the Yarrabah Junior Rugby League Committee
and Coaching Staff extend our sincere appreciation to you and pray that you are
blessed. (Read more on page 9)

CHALLENGING BUT
REWARDING CDRL SEASON



Welcome to September - we're almost through  
2021, and what a August!

Welcome to another edition of the Yarrabah News.

Firstly, let me acknowledge country and the traditional
custodians of the land we live, work and play. It is a
great pleasure and privilege to bestow the honour of
leading a very progressive community who’s
indigenous shire is growing in population and
community development. 

Yarrabah Council which is a main player in the
community would also like to thank other community
based organizations on working together as a team
through the Yarrabah leadership forum, where we
share our struggles and celebrate our successes. 

We may not all agree on our robust
discussions/debate, however we are all mature enough
to put Yarrabah number one(1) in our thinking. We
invite the community to come in and ask questions on
how we may be able to assist or point you in the right
direction to get answers.

This reporting period gives an opportunity to reflect
on some of the good work undertaken by Gurriny and
Queensland Health, as part of the Local Disaster
Management Group in adapting the threat of COVID-
19. Whilst the lockdown period recently completed, the
community had moved from the Bio-security
determination to the new Chief Health Officer’s
direction which was more cautiously welcomed by the
community. 

The flexibility in restricting our movements enabled
families to continue to undertake essential travels to
do shopping and getting medication. 

Congratulations to all who have assisted us in our
efforts of getting community members vaccinated.

Well done to Gurriny & Qld Health on doing this and we
must continue to be vigilant around the virus and
encourage everyone in Yarrabah to go and see the
doctor to get the right information around the vaccine.
The super clinic ran from the 23rd August – 25th
August, however we still encourage the community to
get vaccinat to protect our community. 

The Yarrabah Youth Forum was held on Wednesday 4th
August, at the community hall and it was great to see
the amount of youths involved in getting motivated on
what they see into the future. I know that our youths
are our future and we must listen to their voices and be
guided by their ideas on seeing the future through their
lens. Congratulations to all the youths involved and
Gurriny for their efforts and support in making this an
annual event every year.
 
As we are nearing the end of the footy season and
getting prepared for the finals, I would like to thank the
Seahawks Clubs (both Juniors & Seniors plus ladies
team) and their officials and volunteers on a very
successful year - so let’s continue to get behind them
and support them in their efforts of marching to the
finals.

Also, on behalf of the Council, we would like to
welcome on the new trainees to our workforce and
congratulate them to the position. We also welcome
the new Director of Corporate Services and Finance Mr.
Mike Mair to the position and wish him well. 

The council is also installing new playground
equipment to various community suburbs around town
and our council chambers extensions will be
completed in a few weeks. The intent of this piece of
work is to bring democracy closer to the people and
will also allow disability access to the main
administration building.

In closing, I would like to offer our sincere condolences
for our families in Yarrabah that are doing it tough and
are grieving from the loss of loved ones – whilst you go
through these tough times, our prayers and thoughts
are with you.

Until next edition, god bless and take care.

Mayor Ross Andrews

The Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council (YASC) wishes to acknowledge the traditional owners of

the land within the shire boundaries – the Gunggandji and Mandingalbay Yidinji peoples; and

the area agreements developed through previous negotiations that provide clear opportunities

and processes for traditional owners to be formally involved in the land planning process.

The Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council also wishes to acknowledge the historical people

brought here to Yarrabah from various locations by government policies of the past.

A message from the Mayor



Friday 10 September - Dinosaur
Festival  Cairns 

Friday 3 September - Murama
Indigenous Youth Summi

Sunday 19 September- CDRL Minor
Semi final

Saturday 11 September - Diamonds in
the sky - Innisfail

Sunday 26 September - CDRL Major
Semifinal 

Saturday 11-14 September - Winds of
Zanadth Cultural Festival 

Saturday 2 October - CDRL Preliminary
Final 

Sunday 19 September  - 7 Cairns
Marathon Festival 

Tuesday 21 September - Hotel
California - The Eagles Experience 

Wednesday 22 September -
Wuchopperen NAIDOC Community
Day

Saturday 9 October - CDRL Grand Final 

Thursday 30 September - Atherton
Tablelands Chamber Music Festival
2021

Wednesday 10-14  November- New
CIAF Dates 

September happenings ... 

To celebrate our work so far, we are
celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s’ Day focusing on Under 8s.
Families with children under five are invited to
attend this event with their children and enjoy
a day of fun and laughs. All students enrolled at
Yarrabah Daycare and student in Kindy, Prep,
Year 1 and Year 2 at Yarrabah State School will
attend with their classroom teachers and EAs.
(Dates and activities on back page)

Celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander Children’s’ Day

The Diamonds in the Sky Suicide Intervention Basketball & Touch
Football Carnival is a community event, which aims to provide
education, awareness and intervention strategies to address suicide in
the local and surrounding regions. The aim is to reach out to all ages
through participation in sport, music and dance; to encourage,
support and promote life. This carnival takes place in Innisfail at the
Innisfail State College. 

Over the last 18 months we have seen the
foundations in the Early Childhood Community
Network (ECCN) formed to start creating
concepts and ideas to ‘improve Birth – Prep’
outcomes. The ECCN consists of Playgroup
QLD, Yarrabah Daycare, Yarrabah State School,
Mission Australia and Gurriny Yealamucka
Health Services. We have had the support of
Dept. of Education – Early Childhood
Education and Care Team, Dept. of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Partnership
Representatives, the Yarrabah Leaders Forum,
Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council and the RSAS
Team.

NATIONAL
ABORIGINAL &
TORRES STRAIT
ISLANDER CHILDREN
CELEBRATING UNDER
8'S

10AM - 2PM 
THURSDAY, 7
OCTOBER
DAYCARE & KINDY
CAMPUSES
 MORNING TEA AND
BBQ LUNCH 
YARRABAH SS
GADIGADI DANCERS
FACE PAINTING,
ACTIVITIES & MORE...

Suicide Intervention Carnival 



HARD WORKING YOUTHS

IN OUR COMMUNITY  

Waylon started off on a work trial with H.C
Building and Construction in Yarrabah and
quickly secured full-time employment as a
labourer. He's been busy building the new
Gurriny Yealamucka Health Service
Aboriginal Corporation located on
Workshop Road and the Yarrabah
Aboriginal Shire Council new Council
Chambers. With construction skills running
in his family, Waylon has a natural talent
for what he does and is loving the
opportunity to work and build within his
community.

Congratulations Waylon! 

 photo credits: VPG

In early August, Gurriny Yealamucka Health Service Aboriginal Corporation
hosted the Yarrabah Youth Forum at the Community Hall. It was great to
see so many young people come together, share their thoughts and ideas
on how we can take action, and create change in the future. The Yarrabah
Youth Forum is a structured event to give youths an opportunity to
express their ideas, opinions and concerns, to handover to decision
makers in community. 

This process give youth an important voice that will be seriously
considered by adults making decisions about community activities and
programs. Throughout the night there where activities, prizes to be won
and a delicious spit roast.  Thanks to everyone who had attend this great
event and to the Gurriny Staff who did an outstanding job with setting up.
It was great to see Gindaja, Gurriny and Yarrabah Council CEO Ailsa Lively,
Sue Andrews and Leon Yeatman there, it shows how much the youth in our
community thoughts and ideas really mean to local organization so they
too can help make a change. 

Congratulations to those youths in our community who have went on to do
big things like work your dream job, studying, graduating school, being a
role model etc. anything that has made people look at you and say, “I want
to be like them” shows how much of an impact youths are making on other
youths. In previous editions of the community newsletter a few successful
youths where recognized. Those are just a few of them but there are many
more in the community like our silent achievers who go on to do big things
as well, youths in our community do not get the recognition they deserve
so congratulation for your hard work, independency and leadership in the
community. 

WAY TO GO WAYLON 

Pic above: Naomi Mundraby, 
Billie Fourmile & Chelsea Thomas

Naomi, Billie-jo and I have been in the
reserve for five months now and we have
learnt heaps of stuff about how the
military vehicles work and a few things
about boating. We enjoy going to different
places and meeting new people because
the support they give us makes you not
want to leave the place. It is an amazing
experience and the girls and I cannot wait
for what the future brings us. 

Chelsea Thomas, 

GREAT WORK LADIES

https://www.facebook.com/HCBuilding?__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/Gurriny/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/yarrabah.qld.gov.au?__tn__=-]K*F


Gurriny Yealamucka  Health Service had
the three-day Super Vax Clinic from 10am
until 6pm Monday the 23rd to Wednesday
the 25th at the new clinic on Workshop Rd.
Gurriny provided delicious free lunch and
music, prizes that could be won and free
items such as bags and facemasks. 

Thank you to the deadly choices team,
Aboriginal and Torre Strait Islander First
Nations COVID-19 Response Team, Bumma
Bippera 987fm who was broadcasting until
3pm and the Gurriny staff. This three-day
super vax allows community members to
come in and get the real information on
COVID-19 vaccination from the health
experts. 

Covid 19 Vaccination

Super Week!

DONATELIFE

QUEENSLAND 

Raising awareness about organ and tissue donation
Encouraging discussion about donation 
Education health professionals about the donation process
Offering care and support to donor families 

DonateLife QLD coordinates all organ and tissue donor
activities across the state. It works with hospitals and
hospital-based DonateLife medical and nursing specialists
to provide professional donation services and encourage
best practice to increase donation rates.

DonateLife QLD activities include:

QLD Donor statistics 
86 Queenslanders who died last year became
organ donors, saving the lives of 253
Australians. Challenges associated with
COVID-19 resulted in small declines in both the
number of transplant recipients Qlders saved
(-16%) and donors (-19%) in Queensland. 

Staff worked exhaustively to develop new
ways of delivering compassionate end-of-life
care, and to minimise the disruption to the
organ transplant program. The proportion of
Qld families who consented to organ donation
last year remained steady at 62%. Queensland
organ donor numbers have almost doubled in
the decade since Australia's national program
began.



2021
YARRABAH
SEAHAWKS

MEN'S 

Photo credits to A&R Photos



2021
YARRABAH
SEAHAWKS
WOMEN'S 



SPORT- SPORT - SPORT-SPORT-

AMAZIAH MURGHA'S
FOOTY CAREER 

Amaziah has been boarding at St James Cathedral
College in Townsville for the last three year. He
started in year 7 and is currently in year nine. Being
away from home and family has not been easy but
with a great support network in place from staff,
indigenous liaison workers at school and the 
 friends and family back home has made being
away more easier. Results in school has improved
significantly with a lot of hard work and dedication. 
 Recently Amaziah has been subjected to planning
and goal setting for the future and with huge hopes
and ambitions to complete school, continue
University and completing a trade. 

Amaziah Murgha participated in the Q.R.F.S.U 14-15
State Championship in Brisbane last month with the
NQ (North Queensland) U15 Rugby Union Team. The
carnival went for four days with the team finishing
ninth; individually a couple of the boys including
Amaziah has been given the opportunity take the
next step in representing Barbarians or Qld
indigenous. 

This consists of both teams selecting 30 players
from around Queensland  which is then rounded
down to the actual squad. As well as being invited
to start a train trial with the Townsville Blackhawks
for the U16 Cyrill Connell for next year, it is a very
exciting time for Amaziah. 

We would just like to wish Amaziah well in his future
endeavors. 

Congratulations to those kids who were selected to go off
to TCS in early August, we had a number of our local kids
from Yarrabah representing their schools.  The below list
of names are some of the Yarrie students who will be
competing in the next trials which is peninsula trials where
they will compete with the whole Cairns district.   

Pic above: Daequan Connolly, Lystra Miller, Ishmael Singleton

CAIRNS TCS

Pic above: Miss Sarah Belton (Teacher) with 
Yarrabah State High School students

Junior Secondary Students:
Ira Yeatman (100m)
Mesicah Mudu-Baird (100m, 200m and long jump)
Lakylah Bounghi (long jump)

Primary Students:
Nikiah Schrieber (200m)
Jalaska Mudu (100m, long jump)
Denziah Hunter-Flanders (long jump)



Moving forward positively the Club hopes to increase Player numbers
to enable more Mod and International Playing Teams, as well as our
Volunteer Base numbers i.e. Coaching, League safe, L1 Sports Trainers,
Referees and having these appropriately accredited. So if you are that
person please come forward as we are happy to assist in every way
possible with you obtaining the accreditation.

On behalf of the Committee I would sincerely like to thank Our
Sponsors Gurriny, Gindaja, Chukaan Painting Services, Edward Prior
Plumbing, QB Consulting and Community Individuals for your generous
financial support. Our sincere appreciation also to Yarrabah Aboriginal
Shire Councillors and its’ Workforce, FNQ RL Directors, NQRL, and the
Referees Association for your support, guidance and efforts throughout
the season and look forward to continuing that relationship in 2022.

Mrs Gillian Bann - President

Game 16 

A Grade

Seahawks 48 - Atherton Roosters 30

Reserve Grade

Seahawks 60 - Atherton Roosters 10

U18s

Seahawks  16 - Atherton Roosters 52

Women's 

Seahawks 20 - Atherton Roosters 12

Game 17

A Grade

Seahawks 36 - Innisfail 12 

Reserve Grade

Seahawks 20 - Innisfail 28 

U18

Seahawks 12 - Innisfail 50

Game 18

A Grade

Seahawks  34 - Cairns Brothers 35

Reserve Grade

Seahawks 32 - Cairns Brothers 36

U18s

Seahawks  0 - Cairns Brothers 20

CDRL LADDER

4 - Yarrabah Seahawks A Grade 

6 - Yarrabah Seahawks Reserve Grade  

10 - Yarrabah Seahawks U18's

CDRL TOP  10 TRYSCORERS  

Horace Richards - 12 Tries 

Jabin Miller - 10 Tries

CDRL POINT SCORERS

Coleridge Dabah - 101pts 

Ammiel Harris - 62 points 

THIS MONTH WE'RE PROFILING OUR DEADLY SEAHAWKS A GRADE PLAYERS 

Milton Mossman - A Grade
Position:  Utility players
Time played: 19 Years
Supports: St George Dragons

Hezron Murgha - A Grade
Position:  Everywhere
Time played:  20+ years
Supports: Any qld team 

2021 Seahawks Deadly
Volunteers 

Gregory Miller - A Grade
Position:  Second row
Time played:  Since Juniors
Supports: Gold Coast Titans

RESULTS
SPORT- SPORT - SPORT- SPORT - SPORT- SPORT  



News from Council

SAY HELLO TO THE NEW
FACES UP THE OFFICE 

Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council would like to say a huge
welcome to the new Trainees, Laekyn Thomas, Jabin Miller
and Evelyn Sarabo (pictured right) who started recently. 
The trainees will be with council for 12 months completing
their respective studies, both Laekyn & Evelyn will be
completing their Certificate III in Business, whilst Jabin
completes his Certificate III in Supply Chain Operations. 

You will see these new trainees across all council
departments, make sure you say hello when you see
them around. 

NEW PLAYGROUNDS IN
OUR COMMUNITY

How very exciting for the kids in our community to finally have a
playground in their suburb. There will be new playgrounds put in the
locations listed below so kids in our community have a place to play
and hang out, this will allow kids in the community to spend time
outdoors and become more active. The playground at Patterson
Park is 100% completed with kids swarming in to play on the new
recreational facility the day the fence was taken down around it.
Locations on some of the new playgrounds are yet to be approved
due to community concerns.   We thank community members who
brought forward their concerns and your patience while we undergo
this new project.  There will be fences put around the playground for
the safety of the kids who are playing. 

Djenghi – Next to 11 Ambrym St (location to be approved due to
community concerns) (Work In Progress)
Jilara Oval – Replace old playground near PCYC (WIP)
Reeves Creek – Replace old playground near Creek 100% completed
Sawmill Rd – Next to 23 Sawmill RD 100% completed
Beach Front – Opposite North end of cemetery (WIP)



SAY HELLO TO COUNCIL
STAFF MEMBER 
Oswald Fourmile Jnr  

YARRABAH COMMUNITY SAFETY
PLAN PHASE 2 – ‘YU-FELLA’ PLAN

Are you a Community Service Provider currently working
with the Yarrabah community? If so, we want to hear your
views on Community Safety in our community!

Council is currently consulting residents and stakeholders, within our
Local Government Area, about developing a Community Safety Plan
(CSP). The process aims to outline how we will engage community
and confirm attitudes and opinions about safety, crime reduction,
community resilience and inform then bring this information together
for future strategic planning. 

Our CSP will work in conjunction with other community safety
planning initiatives and reflect government frameworks.

If your organization would like to participate, please arrange for the
appropriate officer(s) to email our consultant, Culturev8 at
mail@culturev8.com.au 

Our consultant will then provide everything you need to participate.
All participating stakeholders will be acknowledged in the final CSP.
Thank you in advance of your organization's valued participation in
this important community project.

I have been working for Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council within
the roads department for 12 years doing various civil works and
operating heavy machinery. It is Very challenging at times when
taking on big jobs and working through disaster periods.

I enjoy working around family and friends, learning from other
experienced workers such as my father and uncles. Also, love that
we get in and help other areas that require assistance especially
around community events and through SES/Rural fire. 

Regardless of my position, I like to get in and help where I can and
serve community well. Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with
my family, recreational activities such as hunting /gathering and
volunteering my time for Yarrabah Seahawks where I’m currently
coaching U18s and still lacing the boots.

Thank you Oswald for your dedication and hard work in
community.

YASC – Roads Operator

mailto:mail@culturev8.com.au


 yarrabah.qld.gov.au
 

Playgroup Queensland 
Yarrabah PlayGroup
Muuchun Cuddy Cuddy

 
WHO: ZERO-FIVE OLDS & MUMS
WHEN: EVERY THURSDAY
TIME: 10AM TO MIDDAY 
WHERE: YARRABAH SS KINDY CAMPUS

MORNING TEA PROVIDED 
FOR MORE INFORMATION - 1800 171 882

ADVERTISING AVAILABLE 

The Yarrabah Community Newsletter is produced by Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council
on a monthly basis. Input is encouraged from community members. Please email
suggested notices and stories for consideration to kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au

A digital copy of this newsletter is available on Council's website and will be promoted
through our Facebook page and 2.8K+ followers. 

Advertising is available - please call Council on 4056 9120 to discuss. 
 
 

I have been working non-stop on the September edition,
with going beyond my editing skills with the photos in the
centre page to bring out what the main story was for this
edition. I was very pleased with the results and I hope the
audience are as well, though this edition was a tricky one
this was a challenging but a worth it edition. Apologies for
the late release of the August edition, which was released
in late August. The next newsletter (October) will be very
different to the previous ones I have worked on so keep an
eye out for that one, stay tuned, stay blessed and keep
your stories coming. 

Kanika Miller, Acting Communications Officer

SES*- 132 500     POLICE LINK - 131 444
FIRE - 000              BAS (Q-BUILD) - 1300 650 910
GURRINY HEALTH SERVICES - 4226 4100 
MISSION AUSTRALIA - 1800 860 555
PCYC - 4056 9112
WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTRE - 4056 9245

*Information regarding contacting SES - any call out for
assistance, community members must ring the Control Room.
They will then get onto the local crew to attend. DO NOT ring
local SES members directly

COMMUNITY SERVICES CONTACTS

Yarrabah News Advertising Rates
Quarter A4 Page: $300+GST

Half A4 Page: $400+GST

Full A4 Page: $500+GST

To get your advertisement featured in the 

Yarrabah Community Newsletter email

kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au

UPCOMING QUEENSLAND & YARRABAH
PUBLIC & SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY

YARRABAH DOGIT DAY

              17 September - 5 October

             Monday 4 October

            Tuesday 26 October

IT'S YOUR 
COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER -
TELL ME YOUR
STORIES


