
yarrabah 

The Yarrabah Markets which was held last month had
such a great turnout from the elderly down to the kiddies.
Originally was supposed to take place at Bishop Malcolm
Park then moved to the Community Hall due to weather.

The occasion celebrated the 60th anniversary for local
band the ‘Nite Birds’ – surviving member Uncle Edgar
Harris. Black Currubians, with Uncle Howard Harris as front
man, rocked the hall and entertained the audience.
Markets are such a great way for small business to get a
chance to be exposed to the wider community so they
can grow. 

It was great to see many locals come along and have a
look at a few of the stalls and watch the live band play.
Next community market day is being planned. 
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Welcome to December - we're almost through  2021,
and what a November!

Welcome again to another edition of our local newsletter.

The month of November was extremely busy as we
continuously complete projects before the end of season
closure. The jetty project is near completion with some land
base infrastructure taking place, lighting and the pontoon on
its way.

Brady Marine’s Engineer, Department of Transport and Main
Roads alongside the Gunggandji PBC should be commended
for completing the largest piece of infrastructure invested
into the Yarrabah community on time and within budget -
We’ll done.

On a second note, I would like to thank Uncle Lee Rodgers
for his work within the Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council for
the past 26 years and thank him for his contribution within
the administration. Uncle Lee was a tireless worker who
never complained and was a great pleasure to work
alongside. His fellow work colleague will miss his bright smile
and respectful personality and we would like to wish him and
Aunty Lucy all the very best in the future. As, he said, he has
seen a few chairpersons/mayors and councilors, plus CEO
and Finance personnel come through his term as purchasing
officer.

The gateway project was officially opened last week and was
a huge success celebrating the completion of this project.
This piece of new infrastructure will connect the art centre
to the museum. Thanks to Simone and team for organizing
this event.

Last but not least, is the festive season closure and the
Christmas celebrations in the community. 

May families enjoy the break, keep safe and take care.
Christmas is a joyous occasion where we share with our
families the true meaning of what it means as Christians.

God bless you all and take care.

Thank you,
Mayor Ross Andrews

The Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council (YASC) wishes to acknowledge the traditional owners of
the land within the shire boundaries – the Gunggandji People and the Mandingalbay Yidinji
peoples; and the area agreements developed through previous negotiations that provide clear
opportunities and processes for traditional owners to be formally involved in the land planning
process.

The Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council also wishes to acknowledge the historical people brought
here to Yarrabah from various locations by government policies of the past.

A message from the Mayor

Maze to the sleigh

Find Santa’s way
through the maze to

his sleigh.



Wednesday 1st December - Guy
Sebastian - Cairns Convention Centre
Sheridan, Performing smash hits and
songs from his acclaimed new album
T.R.U.T.H.

Thursday 2nd December - The Wolfe
Brothers - The Wolfe Brothers Startin'
Something National Tour 2021

Tuesday  7th December - Innisfail
:Morning Melodies – Home for
Christmas

Friday 10th December - School Term 4
ends 

Friday 17th December - Souljah  -
Bringing their soulful sound back to the
Brothers Leagues Club stage is…
Souljah!

Friday 24th December - Christmas Eve

Saturday 25th December - Christmas
Day

Monday 27th December - Christmas
Public Holiday

Sunday 26th December - Boxing Day 

Tuesday 28th December - Boxing Day
Public Holiday 

Friday 31st December - New Year’s Eve

CHRISTMAS
BRAIN TEASER December happenings ... 

Answer is hidden somewhere in this Newsletter 

Answer is hidden somewhere in this Newsletter 

https://www.google.com/search?q=december+happenings&rlz=1C1GCEU_en&oq=december+happenings&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i512l5j0i457i512j0i512l3.9496j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjYrKyP4vXzAhUBqksFHXcSDEMQ5rwDKAJ6BAgZEAw&sxsrf=AOaemvIb65WysSfvD6ljO3k6C06Gv9dZpQ:1635721683874#


Visit vulnerable settings, including hospitals, residential aged care,
and disability care accommodation, and prisons. There will be
some exceptions for medical treatment, end-of-life visits, and
childbirth and emergency situations.
Attend hospitality venues such as hotels, pubs, clubs, taverns,
bars, restaurants or cafes.
Attend indoor entertainment venues such as nightclubs, live
music venues, karaoke bars, concerts, theatres or cinemas.
Attend outdoor entertainment activities such as sporting
stadiums or theme parks.
Attend festivals – either indoor or outdoor – such as musical
festivals, folk festivals or arts festivals.
Attend Queensland Government owned galleries, museums or
libraries.

Queensland restrictions at 80%
vaccination

On December 17th 2021, the restriction for Queensland are set to
ease for entry into the state. We expect on this date that at least
80% of Queenslanders, sixteen years and older to be double
vaccinated. 

When the border restriction ease in hotspot areas, the virus will start
to circulate in our community. We will see outbreaks that will be
difficult for hospitals to manager, mainly in areas of Queensland with
low vaccination rates. 

Because of this, restrictions will be in place for unvaccinated people
when we reach the target of 80% double vaccination.
Restrictions for unvaccinated people.

When Queensland hits the target of 80% double dose, unvaccinated
people will be unable to:

Restrictions target non-essential leisure activities including attending
hospitality venues (hotels, pubs, clubs, taverns, bars, restaurants and
cafes) and entertainment venues (nightclubs, live music venues,
stadiums, theatres, cinemas and festivals).

These activities are not essential for people to meet their basic
needs, but present a considerable risk to contributing to an outbreak
in our community when our borders reopen. A good guide to what an
essential service or activity is those businesses that remained open
during lockdowns, such as grocery stores, pharmacies, post offices,
newsagents, clothing stores and limited retail stores.

There is an exception for weddings - if anyone (includes wedding
party, guests or officials) is unvaccinated, the wedding will be
restricted to 20 people maximum.

If you are fully vaccinated
A person is considered fully vaccinated when they have had two
doses of a TGA approved vaccine.
Density restrictions will not apply to any venue or activity where only
fully vaccinated people attend.
People will still need to check-in to venues. This is important to
support contact tracing if there is a case at a venue. Vaccinated
people can still carry the virus, although the risk is reduced.

More information

The Queensland’s Public Health Measures linked to
vaccination status – a plan for 80% and beyond (PDF)
outlines measures that will see life return to normal for
vaccinated Queenslanders once the state reaches
80% fully vaccinated.

https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/220377/DPC7976-Vaccine-status-plan.pdf
https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/220377/DPC7976-Vaccine-status-plan.pdf


WE ARE GETTING INTO THE
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT ARE YOU? 

It is that time of the year again when we start to pull those boxes out and
start decorating. Down at the Youth Knowledge Centre (YKC) over the past
few weeks we have been together vacation care activities for the kids such
as arts and crafts so we can put them around the building as decorations to
bring out that Christmas spirit. 

Thanks to a few very lovely ladies who helped with the decoration and with
the arts and crafts, if you haven't seen already what the YKC is looking like
then I suggest you come down and have a look at the colorful decorations.  

The Yarrabah Housing Department and the local Café have also joined in with
decoration their workplaces, I feel there is a little decorating competition in
the air down here.

If you aren't doing anything during the evenings go have a look at  a few of
the houses in the community and check out their awesome decorations. Its
nice to see locals get very creative with their home decorating, we know it
will be a very difficult decision this year on who will win the Christmas
decorating competition. 







Last month on the 11th November we had a visit from the NBN CO
members with their truck promoting the vaccine roll out and register
more jabs for local residents. NBN Co where joined by members from the
JT Academy who prepared lunch in support of the vaccine program
being delivered in partnership by Gurriny Yealamucka Health Services
and Queensland Health. 

Our friends care about our community and share concerns about the
lack of vaccine uptake by our community. The focus should be on the
damage the virus will do to our community. The vaccine is the safest way
to minimize the harm and to keep our community safe.

Any member in your family who is eligible to be vaccinated should be
making urgent plans to be vaccinated.

Thank you to everyone who came down and had a feed and also showed
their support during this event. 

Yarrabah Community BBQ
with NBN & JT Academy 

Here is just a few of the hard working fellas who has
gone around the community doing a huge cleanup
before the cyclone season. Thank you fella's on the
hard work you are doing in and around the community,
we cant thank you enough.

When you see the guys around stop and say a thank
you because without them our community wouldn't be
looking like the gem it is. If you see pieces of rubbish
stop and take a  moment to put it in the bin or if you
see large items that can be dangerous come cyclone
season move it somewhere it wont cause harm to
anyone. You can also call the Yarrabah Works Depot to
have large items removed from your yard or simply
leave in front of your yard. 

GOOD PEOPLE DOING GOOD
THINGS IN COMMUNITY 



- SOME EXCITING THINGS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL -

THE GATE HAS RE-OPENED
Yarrabah Day Care and Kindergarten share a boundary fence and until 2018 there was
a gate which helped educators to safely move children between Day Care and Kindy.
During 2018 there was an upgrade of school fencing, which also included the
Kindergarten. The gate was not replaced during the fence upgrade. 

This meant educators could not help children move between the services, and
parents needed to come in and walk their children around the block. Tom McCartney
worked tirelessly to have the gate reinstalled. After many false starts, the gate finally
reopened in October. 

This has helped many children who will be starting Kindy in 2022 to explore the kindy
rooms and playgrounds, and for educators to share and learn about their new
students. Educators can also help children who attend Kindy during the day to move
to Day Care at the end of Kindy. This showed us that a fence without a gate is a
barrier that stops us moving between, keeps us apart and can stop us talking to each
other. We love our new gate! 

 Above :Celestte Hanness, Kataleya and Annastacia Above: Celestte Hanness, Kataleya, Annastacia, and Hayden

YARRABAH OLYMPICS UNLEASHED
TOUR THURSDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2021
How exciting was last month when the Yarrabah State School had very
special visitors Olympians Taliqua Clancy and Brad Hore. Taliqua is the
first Indigenous Australian volleyball player to represent Australia at the
Olympics and Brad Hore is an  Indigenous Australian male boxer and 2 x
Olympic & Commonwealth Games. 

Olympics Unleashed Far North Queensland Tour takes Olympians into
Australian Schools to inspire and motivate students to be their personal
best.

Thank you for your visit and inspiring words to our future leaders.



SAY HELLO TO OUR NEWEST
COUNCIL MEMBER

News from Council

My name is Paulini Browne Umu, my position, Personal Assistant
to the Mayor and CEO of Yarrabah Shire Council. Approximately
6 years ago I arrived into your lovely community under a project
assignment with my friend who was completing her Degree in
Community and Media from Sydney.

We both fell in love with the scenic coastal drive and the layers
of mountains encircling this beautiful spot, tucked away under
the cathedral of mountains was Yarrabah, both of our childhood
memories from our island of Fiji was awakened and deeply
stirred as we enter your lovely community. 

This year God has brought my family to Cairns and I am
honoured and grateful to be part of your community, and
especially working on behalf of Team Yarrabah, our CEO,
Mr.Yeatman and our Mayor Mr.Andrews. The Yarrabah
community is a great example of how strong leadership and
local solutions help improve the lives of Indigenous people. I
want to listen to you, and ensure that your voices are being
heard. 

I knew I wanted to develop my business acumen and expand
my understanding of how "great" leadership teams worked. I
knew I wanted a bigger challenge with stretch assignments and
more partnership with the full leadership team. In my first
informal meeting I interviewed the Director of Human resources
more than he interviewed me. We both knew right away that it
was a really lovely fit both with our different personalities and
individual goals.

I spend a lot of my time in meetings, I love learning, observing
and understanding knowledge, the Yarrabah Council which
includes emerging leaders and hearing how their model of local
decision making in addressing community unique challenges.

COUNCIL RECOGNISES 
 STAFF MEMBER 
YVETTE MUNDRABY  

Pamela Mundraby has been a great asset to Yarrabah
Aboriginal Shire Council (YASC) since starting in 2013. Aunty
Pam has worked tirelessly to provide activities to keep kids in
the community motivated and busy. Many of you will already
know who Aunty Pam is from doing her morning and
afternoon bus runs for the school to hosting the movies
nights down at the Youth Knowledge Centre and we cant
forget her volunteering at community events. We are very
grateful to have her in team Yarrabah. 

I see how passionate our leaders are, making sage conscious
decision to uplift, improve and encourage the bedrock of
making Yarrabah community reach its full potential.

I am a lover of beautiful things especially flowers, so if you
see me picking flowers please do wave. I am a professional
singer as well, we have a family singing ministry with my
children we have a strong engagement with local
denominations in Cairns and Kuranda, so music if runs deep
in my veins.

I love events, my creative side is fed and nurtured when I’m
serving making happy memories. Lastly I love a good old yarn,
engaging and connecting with anyone from any backgrounds,
I love listening to stories and learning from the blueprint of
your life. 

Please don’t be shy to make yourself known to me.





W H E R E  W I L L  Y O U  S P E N D  Y O U R
C H R I S T M A S  A N D  N E W  Y E A R S  B R E A K  ?  

Lee Rodgers
I would like to spend

Christmas with my Mother,
Brother and  sisters in the US.

Maybe New years

Verna Harris
I will be spending Christmas
at home with my family and
going away for new years. 

Ben Whittle 
I just want to relax and enjoy
good times with friends and

family

Kanika Miller
Ill be spending Christmas

with friends and family and
traveling away for the New

Year. 

Gregory Miller
Have fun with family, go

fishing, clean the yard and
maybe camping. 

Pamela Mundraby 
I will be spending the festive

season with friends and
family 

 

Caitlin Mossman 
I'll be spending Christmas

at home with my little
family and also New Years. 

Marina King
This year ill be having

Christmas with my children  

Melinda Stanley
Ill be spending Christmas &
News Years with family and

friends 

Answer: When Buddy is 100, Hermey will be 97.
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ON CALL
 THIS CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR HOLIDAY

ADVERTISING AVAILABLE 

The Yarrabah Community Newsletter is produced by Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council
on a monthly basis. Input is encouraged from community members. Please email
suggested notices and stories for consideration to kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au

A digital copy of this newsletter is available on Council's website and will be promoted
through our Facebook page and 2.8K+ followers. 

Advertising is available - please call Council on 4056 9120 to discuss. 
 
 

The year is almost over and we are coming into the
Christmas and New Year Holidays. This will be the last
edition of 2021, I hope this special edition brings you joy.   
 I wish everyone to stays safe and enjoys their holidays
because I know I will be, this Christmas I will be spending
time with friends and family. Then I will be taking a very
long road trip south which will be somewhere very nice. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year fam. 

Kanika Miller, Acting Communications Officer

SES*- 132 500     POLICE LINK - 131 444
FIRE - 000              BAS (Q-BUILD) - 1300 650 910
GURRINY HEALTH SERVICES - 4226 4100 
MISSION AUSTRALIA - 1800 860 555
PCYC - 4056 9112
WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTRE - 4056 9245

*Information regarding contacting SES - any call out for
assistance, community members must ring the Control Room.
They will then get onto the local crew to attend. DO NOT ring
local SES members directly

COMMUNITY SERVICES CONTACTS

Yarrabah News Advertising Rates
Quarter A4 Page: $300+GST
Half A4 Page: $400+GST
Full A4 Page: $500+GST

To get your advertisement featured in the 
Yarrabah Community Newsletter email

kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au

UPCOMING QUEENSLAND & YARRABAH
PUBLIC & SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

BOXING DAY

CHRISTMAS DAY

BOXING DAY

          Friday 24 December

         Saturday 25 December

        Sunday 26 December

       Monday 27 December

        Tuesday 28 December

IT'S YOUR 
COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER -
TELL ME YOUR
STORIES

This year we have made decisions on what we will be
doing for the future Yarrabah Community Newsletter.
Yarrabah Community Newsletter will no longer be sent
to printers as we will be doing our own prints down at
the Yarrabah Knowledge Centre. There will still be
online copies which you can find on the Councils
website or it can be sent to your email by requesting
from kmiller@yarrabah.qld.gov.au. We have made this
decision because we are looking at environmentally
friendly alternatives. 

THERE IS A CHANGE IN YOUR
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

CHRISTMAS BRAIN TEASER Answer: 22

Samuel Bann available on
Date : 24th December 2021 - 29th December 2021
Phone : 0413098632 

Colin Andrews available on 
Date : 30th December 2021 - 3rd January 2020
Phone : 0491467028

Council Close Down for Christmas
and New Years Holidays 

Begins: 24 December 2021 
&

 Ends: 4th January 2022


