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   MINUTES OF YARRABAH ABORIGINAL SHIRE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE YARRABAH ABORIGINAL SHIRE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
ON THURSDAY, 22 AUGUST 2024 AT 9.00AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Daryl Sexton (Mayor), Cr Michael Sands, (Deputy Mayor,) Cr Amy Neal, Cr 
Brian Underwood, Cr Hezron Murgha  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Richard Wright (CEO) Director-Corporate Services Mike Mair, Executive 
Assistant Leona Worrell (Minute Taker) 

 

1 MEETING OPEN 

Mayor Sexton declared the meeting open at 9.50am. 

The Mayor welcomed councillors and staff members present to the meeting. 

One minute silence was observed to respect those who have passed away. 

Councillor Amy Neal opened with a word of Prayer. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 

The Mayor acknowledged the traditional custodians the Gunggandji People whose country this 
meeting is being held today, acknowledgement to their elders, past present and emerging.  

Acknowledgment also offered to the other Trustees of this land the Northern & Southern PBCs, 
the Stolen Generations and all Yarrabah people whose elders past present and emerging also call 
Yarrabah home and support progress in the Shire.   

3 APOLOGIES  

Nil  

4 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  01:22/08/2024  

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 24 July 2024 be adopted. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

5/5 CARRIED 

 

5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

6 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST – COUNCIL / REGISTER UPDATES 

The Mayor reminded the Councillors of the requirement to declare their conflicts of interest to the 
CEO prior to the meeting and called on all councillors to re-declare then now. 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 22 AUGUST 2024 

 

Page 2 

Councillor Amy Neal declared a conflict of interest regarding item 7.7,  
confirmation of Aboriginality form, as she was unaware of the family ties at the time of signing.  
The CEO advised the Councillors that when the item is addressed in the meeting, another 
Councillor can sign the document. Councillor Hezron Murgha provided the counter-signature. 
CEO confirmed to the Mayor that Councillor Amy Neal had declared this conflict of interest prior 
to the meeting.  

The Councillors declared a conflict of interest regarding  item 8.1, Kenneth Jackson’s requesting 
event sponsorship for an Indigenous Rugby League Carnival, due to family ties.  

CEO noted that the Councillors declared to him their conflict of interest prior to the meeting and 
when this matter is addressed in the meeting, Council may wish to refer the decision to the CEO to 
take action in accordance with the Community Grants Policy.   

7 MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

7.1 CEO OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Monthly Council meeting report on the operational and strategic performance of council business 
for months of July / August 2024. 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  02:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the CEO Operational Report for the period to 16 August 2024. 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

5/5 CARRIED 

 
10.55am Meeting adjourned 
11.15am Meeting reconvened 
 
CEO advised that Deputy Mayor Michael Sands was unable to rejoin the meeting due to a pressing 
engagement. An apology was extended, and the matter was discussed with the Mayor and CEO 
during the adjournment. 
 

RESOLUTION  03:22/08/2024  

That the apology received from Deputy Mayor Michael Sands be accepted and leave of absence 
granted. 

Moved: Cr Amy Neal 
Seconded: Cr Brian Underwood 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
11.16am Director Corporate Services, Mike Mair entered  the meeting  
 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 22 AUGUST 2024 

 

Page 3 

7.2 YASC MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Provide council with monthly financial report. This report covers the financial period 31st July 
2024.  

Director-Corporate Services read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  04:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the 31st July 2024 Finance Reports as tabled. 

1. Operating results 
2. Current Debtors:  

• Trade Debtors & Creditors,  

• Housing Debtors 
3. Capital works 
4. Balance sheet 
5. Cash position 
6. Status of Commercial leases 
 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
11.53am Director Corporate Services Mike Mair left the meeting  
 
11.54am Meeting adjourned 
12.47pm Meeting reconvened  
 
7.3 PEOPLE & COMMUNITIES - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To provide Council an update on operational activities undertaken within the Department of 
People and Communities.  

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  05:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the Director of People and Communities Operational Report, tabled as read.   

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

4/4 CARRIED 
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7.4 INFRASTRUCTURE - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To report to Council the status/activities of Infrastructure Department areas for the month of July 
up to 08 August 2024. 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  06:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the report of the Director-Infrastructure, tabled as read. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
7.5 BUILDING SERVICES - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To report to Council the status/activities of Building Services areas for the months of July / August 
2024. 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  07:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the report of the Director - Building Services, tabled as read. 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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7.6 CONFIRMATION OF ABORIGINALITY / COMMUNITY AFFILIATION APPLICANT FORM:  
 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Present information to council from community resident seeking Confirmation of Aboriginality 
endorsement consideration. Applicant – . 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  08:22/08/2024  

That Council resolve to endorse the recommendation provided by the CEO to accept the 
application for confirmation of Aboriginality community affiliation as submitted by the following 
person: 

o  

Moved: Cr Amy Neal 
Seconded: Cr Daryl Sexton 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
Councillor Amy Neal declared a conflict of interest regarding Maureen Cedric’s confirmation of 
Aboriginality form, as she was unaware of the family ties at the time of signing. Councillor Hezron 
Murgha provided the counter-signature. 
 
7.7 CONFIRMATION OF ABORIGINALITY / COMMUNITY AFFILIATION APPLICANT FORM:  

 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Present information to council from community resident seeking Confirmation of Aboriginality 
endorsement consideration. Applicant – . 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  09:22/08/2024  

That Council resolve to endorse the recommendation provided by the CEO to accept the 
application for confirmation of Aboriginality community affiliation as submitted by the following 
person: 

o  

Moved: Cr Hezron Murgha 
Seconded: Cr Daryl Sexton 

3/3 CARRIED 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 CORRESPONDENCE  - REQUEST FOR EVENT SPONSORSHIP – INDIGENOUS RUBY LEAGUE 
CARNIVAL 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of correspondence received Kenneth Jackson, Team Player of Yarrabah Guyula 
ALLBLACKS Team, requesting event sponsorship for an Indigenous Rugby League Carnival. 

CEO read to the report. 

Councillors noted that due to family connections with some of the players involved and their 
relationship to Councillors, the decision should be delegated to the CEO, to act in accordance with 
the Community Grants policy. 

 

RESOLUTION  12:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. Authorise the CEO to determine this matter in accordance with the Community 
Grants Policy. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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8.2 CORRESPONDENCE  - BLUE TREE PROJECT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of correspondence received from Karren Doolan, Wellbeing and Engagement 
Officer from Gurriny Yealmucka Health Services Aboriginal Corporation.  
 
CEO advised that this correspondence was not included in the agenda pack.  
 
 

 

 
CEO read to the report. 

The Councillors support this request but are seeking further information, including: 

• Whether an existing tree will be used or a man-made tree. 
• Details of the proposed design. 
• Preferred locations near the RTC building and Bishop Malcolm Park area. 

Deferred to the next Ordinary Council Meeting 

 

RESOLUTION  13:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. Authorise the CEO to enquire on further details and deferred to the next Ordinary 
Council meeting. 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

4/4 CARRIED 
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8.3 CORRESPONDENCE  - YARRABAH YOUTH COMMITTEE 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of correspondence received from Ngema Andrews, A/Principal Project Officer, 
Yarrabah Positive and Respectful Relationships Project. 
 
CEO advised that this correspondence was not included in the agenda pack. 
  

 

 
CEO read to the report. 
 

RESOLUTION  14:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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8.5 CORRESPONDENCE  - YARRABAH LEADERS FORUM 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of the correspondence received from Yarrabah Leaders Forum.  

Seeking an opportunity to meet with the Council to initiate discussions about their work and 
potential collaboration to achieve better outcomes for Yarrabah.  

CEO advised that this correspondence was not included in the agenda pack. 
 

 

CEO read to the report 

RESOLUTION  15:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. The CEO was instructed to facilitate meeting. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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9 OTHER BUSINESS  

9.1 OTHER BUSINESS  - TRADES AND SERVICES PREFERRED SUPPLIERS ARRANGEMENT 
CONTRACT  

The CEO advised the Council that the current Trades and Services Preferred Supplier Arrangement 
contract ends 31/08/2024. There was a condition to extend the current arrangement by 1 Year in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the arrangement. Operationally, Council would be 
implementing this condition. The new end date of the current arrangement will be 31/08/2025.  

By way of background, in November of 2023 Council opened tenders to suppliers to be included 
on the current arrangement. This added 30 additional suppliers to the current suppliers list 
including 3 additional local tradespersons. This was passed through Council resolution during the 
January meeting of 2024  

Council currently have 79 suppliers on the trades and services arrangement who will be notified of 
the extension. 

 

9.2 OTHER BUSINESS  - DAVID CRISAFULLI’S OFFICE 
CEO informed Council of a phone call received from Opposition Leader David Crisafulli MP’s office. 

Following correspondence sent by Mayor Daryl Sexton to the Opposition Leader, David Crisafulli 
has accepted the invitation to visit Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council during the upcoming Shadow 
Cabinet meeting in Cairns in mid-September 2024. 

Councillor Hezron Murgha suggested extending an invitation to the Opposition Leader and his 
Shadow Cabinet for use the Yarrabah Council Chambers for any of their meetings during their visit 
to Cairns in September 2024. 

RESOLUTION  16:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the advise with regards to the Leader of the Opposition accepting the invitation 

to meet with the Council.  

2. The CEO is instructed to inform the Opposition Leader of Council’s offer to use 

Chambers for any meetings they desire during their Shadow Cabinet visit in Cairns in 

September 2024.  

Moved: Cr Hezron Murgha 
Seconded: Cr Brian Underwood 

4/4 CARRIED 

10 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS   

Nil  

11 CLOSE OF MEETING 

Date for the next Council Ordinary Meeting is Wednesday 18 September 2024. 

The Mayor thanked the councillors and staff for their participation and attendance at the meeting. 

Meeting closed at 2.12 pm. 
 

................................................... 
MAYOR 

 




