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Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council of the 

Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council 

will be held in the Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council Chambers on: 

Thursday 19 September 2024  at 9.00am 

Order Of Business 

1 Welcome ........................................................................................................................... 5 

2 Acknowledgement to Country ........................................................................................... 5 

3 Apologies .......................................................................................................................... 5 

4 Confirmation of Previous Minutes ..................................................................................... 5 

5 Business Arising from Previous Minutes ........................................................................... 19 

6 Disclosure of Interest – Council / Register Updates .......................................................... 19 

7 Matters for Discussion ..................................................................................................... 20 

7.1 CEO Operational Report ............................................................................................. 20 

7.2 YASC Monthly Financial Report .................................................................................. 26 

7.3 Policy Review - Procurement ..................................................................................... 35 

7.4 Policy Review - Councillors Expenses ......................................................................... 37 

7.5 Recommendation for Annual Closedown - Christmas Period 2024 ........................... 39 

7.6 Council Endorsement - Yarrabah Proposed Social Housing Accommodation 
Construction Program ................................................................................................ 42 

7.7 Ammendment to Previous Resolution - Supply, Delivery and Installation of 
Short-Term Accommodation ...................................................................................... 50 

7.8 Local Government Association of Queensland Ltd’s Annual Conference and 
Annual General Meeting ............................................................................................ 82 

7.9 People & Communities - Operational Report ............................................................ 87 

7.10 Infrastructure - Operational Report ........................................................................... 96 

7.11 Building Services - Operational Report .................................................................... 103 

7.12 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:   
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7.13 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:   
.................................................................................................................. 115 

7.14 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:  
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7.15 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:   
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7.16 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:   
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7.17 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:   
.................................................................................................................. 123 

7.18 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:   
 ...................................................................................................................... 125 

7.19 Confirmation of Aboriginality / Community Affiliation Applicant Form:  
 ....................................................................................................... 127 

8 Correspondence ............................................................................................................ 129 

8.1 Correspondence - Request for Sponsorship - Survival Day Knockouts 
Reconciliation Rugby League Carnival ...................................................................... 129 

8.2 Correspondence - Government House Queensland ................................................ 136 

9 Confidential Matters ..................................................................................................... 138 

Nil 

10 Close of Meeting ........................................................................................................... 138 
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2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES 

4 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  

Ordinary Council Meeting - 22 August 2024  
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   MINUTES OF YARRABAH ABORIGINAL SHIRE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE YARRABAH ABORIGINAL SHIRE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
ON THURSDAY, 22 AUGUST 2024 AT 9.00AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Daryl Sexton (Mayor), Cr Michael Sands, (Deputy Mayor,) Cr Amy Neal, Cr 
Brian Underwood, Cr Hezron Murgha  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Richard Wright (CEO) Director-Corporate Services Mike Mair, Executive 
Assistant Leona Worrell (Minute Taker) 

 

1 MEETING OPEN 

Mayor Sexton declared the meeting open at 9.50am. 

The Mayor welcomed councillors and staff members present to the meeting. 

One minute silence was observed to respect those who have passed away. 

Councillor Amy Neal opened with a word of Prayer. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 

The Mayor acknowledged the traditional custodians the Gunggandji People whose country this 
meeting is being held today, acknowledgement to their elders, past present and emerging.  

Acknowledgment also offered to the other Trustees of this land the Northern & Southern PBCs, 
the Stolen Generations and all Yarrabah people whose elders past present and emerging also call 
Yarrabah home and support progress in the Shire.   

3 APOLOGIES  

Nil  

4 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  01:22/08/2024  

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 24 July 2024 be adopted. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

5/5 CARRIED 

 

5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

6 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST – COUNCIL / REGISTER UPDATES 

The Mayor reminded the Councillors of the requirement to declare their conflicts of interest to the 
CEO prior to the meeting and called on all councillors to re-declare then now. 
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Councillor Amy Neal declared a conflict of interest regarding item 7.7,  
confirmation of Aboriginality form, as she was unaware of the family ties at the time of signing.  
The CEO advised the Councillors that when the item is addressed in the meeting, another 
Councillor can sign the document. Councillor Hezron Murgha provided the counter-signature. 
CEO confirmed to the Mayor that Councillor Amy Neal had declared this conflict of interest prior 
to the meeting.  

The Councillors declared a conflict of interest regarding  item 8.1, Kenneth Jackson’s requesting 
event sponsorship for an Indigenous Rugby League Carnival, due to family ties.  

CEO noted that the Councillors declared to him their conflict of interest prior to the meeting and 
when this matter is addressed in the meeting, Council may wish to refer the decision to the CEO to 
take action in accordance with the Community Grants Policy.   

7 MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

7.1 CEO OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Monthly Council meeting report on the operational and strategic performance of council business 
for months of July / August 2024. 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  02:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the CEO Operational Report for the period to 16 August 2024. 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

5/5 CARRIED 

 
10.55am Meeting adjourned 
11.15am Meeting reconvened 
 
CEO advised that Deputy Mayor Michael Sands was unable to rejoin the meeting due to a pressing 
engagement. An apology was extended, and the matter was discussed with the Mayor and CEO 
during the adjournment. 
 

RESOLUTION  03:22/08/2024  

That the apology received from Deputy Mayor Michael Sands be accepted and leave of absence 
granted. 

Moved: Cr Amy Neal 
Seconded: Cr Brian Underwood 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
11.16am Director Corporate Services, Mike Mair entered  the meeting  
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7.2 YASC MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Provide council with monthly financial report. This report covers the financial period 31st July 
2024.  

Director-Corporate Services read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  04:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the 31st July 2024 Finance Reports as tabled. 

1. Operating results 
2. Current Debtors:  

• Trade Debtors & Creditors,  

• Housing Debtors 
3. Capital works 
4. Balance sheet 
5. Cash position 
6. Status of Commercial leases 
 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
11.53am Director Corporate Services Mike Mair left the meeting  
 
11.54am Meeting adjourned 
12.47pm Meeting reconvened  
 
7.3 PEOPLE & COMMUNITIES - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To provide Council an update on operational activities undertaken within the Department of 
People and Communities.  

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  05:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the Director of People and Communities Operational Report, tabled as read.   

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

4/4 CARRIED 
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7.4 INFRASTRUCTURE - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To report to Council the status/activities of Infrastructure Department areas for the month of July 
up to 08 August 2024. 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  06:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the report of the Director-Infrastructure, tabled as read. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
7.5 BUILDING SERVICES - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To report to Council the status/activities of Building Services areas for the months of July / August 
2024. 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  07:22/08/2024  

That Council accept the report of the Director - Building Services, tabled as read. 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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7.6 CONFIRMATION OF ABORIGINALITY / COMMUNITY AFFILIATION APPLICANT FORM:  
 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Present information to council from community resident seeking Confirmation of Aboriginality 
endorsement consideration. Applicant – . 

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  08:22/08/2024  

That Council resolve to endorse the recommendation provided by the CEO to accept the 
application for confirmation of Aboriginality community affiliation as submitted by the following 
person: 

o  

Moved: Cr Amy Neal 
Seconded: Cr Daryl Sexton 

4/4 CARRIED 

 
Councillor Amy Neal declared a conflict of interest regarding Maureen Cedric’s confirmation of 
Aboriginality form, as she was unaware of the family ties at the time of signing. Councillor Hezron 
Murgha provided the counter-signature. 
 
7.7 CONFIRMATION OF ABORIGINALITY / COMMUNITY AFFILIATION APPLICANT FORM:  

 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Present information to council from community resident seeking Confirmation of Aboriginality 
endorsement consideration. Applicant –  

CEO read to the report. 

RESOLUTION  09:22/08/2024  

That Council resolve to endorse the recommendation provided by the CEO to accept the 
application for confirmation of Aboriginality community affiliation as submitted by the following 
person: 

o  

Moved: Cr Hezron Murgha 
Seconded: Cr Daryl Sexton 

3/3 CARRIED 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 CORRESPONDENCE  - REQUEST FOR EVENT SPONSORSHIP – INDIGENOUS RUBY LEAGUE 
CARNIVAL 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of correspondence received Kenneth Jackson, Team Player of Yarrabah Guyula 
ALLBLACKS Team, requesting event sponsorship for an Indigenous Rugby League Carnival. 

CEO read to the report. 

Councillors noted that due to family connections with some of the players involved and their 
relationship to Councillors, the decision should be delegated to the CEO, to act in accordance with 
the Community Grants policy. 

 

RESOLUTION  12:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. Authorise the CEO to determine this matter in accordance with the Community 
Grants Policy. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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8.2 CORRESPONDENCE  - BLUE TREE PROJECT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of correspondence received from Karren Doolan, Wellbeing and Engagement 
Officer from Gurriny Yealmucka Health Services Aboriginal Corporation.  
 
CEO advised that this correspondence was not included in the agenda pack.  
 
 

 

 
CEO read to the report. 

The Councillors support this request but are seeking further information, including: 

• Whether an existing tree will be used or a man-made tree. 
• Details of the proposed design. 
• Preferred locations near the RTC building and Bishop Malcolm Park area. 

Deferred to the next Ordinary Council Meeting 

 

RESOLUTION  13:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. Authorise the CEO to enquire on further details and deferred to the next Ordinary 
Council meeting. 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

4/4 CARRIED 

 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 22 AUGUST 2024 

 

Page 15 

8.3 CORRESPONDENCE  - YARRABAH YOUTH COMMITTEE 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of correspondence received from Ngema Andrews, A/Principal Project Officer, 
Yarrabah Positive and Respectful Relationships Project. 
 
CEO advised that this correspondence was not included in the agenda pack. 
  

 

 
CEO read to the report. 
 

RESOLUTION  14:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

 

Moved: Cr Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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8.5 CORRESPONDENCE  - YARRABAH LEADERS FORUM 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To inform Council of the correspondence received from Yarrabah Leaders Forum.  

Seeking an opportunity to meet with the Council to initiate discussions about their work and 
potential collaboration to achieve better outcomes for Yarrabah.  

CEO advised that this correspondence was not included in the agenda pack. 
 

 

CEO read to the report 

RESOLUTION  15:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. The CEO was instructed to facilitate meeting. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

4/4 CARRIED 
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9 OTHER BUSINESS  

9.1 OTHER BUSINESS  - TRADES AND SERVICES PREFERRED SUPPLIERS ARRANGEMENT 
CONTRACT  

The CEO advised the Council that the current Trades and Services Preferred Supplier Arrangement 
contract ends 31/08/2024. There was a condition to extend the current arrangement by 1 Year in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the arrangement. Operationally, Council would be 
implementing this condition. The new end date of the current arrangement will be 31/08/2025.  

By way of background, in November of 2023 Council opened tenders to suppliers to be included 
on the current arrangement. This added 30 additional suppliers to the current suppliers list 
including 3 additional local tradespersons. This was passed through Council resolution during the 
January meeting of 2024  

Council currently have 79 suppliers on the trades and services arrangement who will be notified of 
the extension. 

 

9.2 OTHER BUSINESS  - DAVID CRISAFULLI’S OFFICE 
CEO informed Council of a phone call received from Opposition Leader David Crisafulli MP’s office. 

Following correspondence sent by Mayor Daryl Sexton to the Opposition Leader, David Crisafulli 
has accepted the invitation to visit Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council during the upcoming Shadow 
Cabinet meeting in Cairns in mid-September 2024. 

Councillor Hezron Murgha suggested extending an invitation to the Opposition Leader and his 
Shadow Cabinet for use the Yarrabah Council Chambers for any of their meetings during their visit 
to Cairns in September 2024. 

RESOLUTION  16:22/08/2024  

That Council:- 

1. Note the advise with regards to the Leader of the Opposition accepting the invitation 

to meet with the Council.  

2. The CEO is instructed to inform the Opposition Leader of Council’s offer to use 

Chambers for any meetings they desire during their Shadow Cabinet visit in Cairns in 

September 2024.  

Moved: Cr Hezron Murgha 
Seconded: Cr Brian Underwood 

4/4 CARRIED 

10 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS   

Nil  

11 CLOSE OF MEETING 

Date for the next Council Ordinary Meeting is Wednesday 18 September 2024. 

The Mayor thanked the councillors and staff for their participation and attendance at the meeting. 

Meeting closed at 2.12 pm. 
 

................................................... 
MAYOR 
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5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

6 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST – COUNCIL / REGISTER UPDATES 
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7 MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

7.1 CEO OPERATIONAL REPORT 

File Number: 01.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Richard Wright, Chief Executive Officer 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Monthly Council meeting report on the operational and strategic performance of council business 
for months of August / September 2024. 

KEY FOCUS AREAS 

This monthly report covers the period from 17 August to 12 September 2024.  

◊ 
QPS Commissioner Steve Gollschewski – 19 August.  Mayor, Deputy Mayor and CEO 
attended  

◊ First Nations Mayors Summit – 20/21 August. Mayor and CEO attended 

◊ Yarrabah IGEM Assessment – 23 August. CEO attended 

◊ Annual Local Government Conference, LGMA – 27-29 August. CEO attended 

◊ 
Local Government Division of DHLGPPW 29 August.  Meeting to discuss findings and 
recommendations resulting from the KPMG-assisted liquidity review process carried out for 
YASC. CEO & Director Corporate Services attended 

◊ TCICA – 4 September. CEO attended 

◊ 
STEM Program and Recycle & Waste Manufacturing Project - Sharon Cavanagh-Luskin, First 
Nations Chief Scientist, Harvard University Research Fellow - 9 September. CEO attended   

◊ YAG / Healthy Housing – 10 September. Mayor & CEO attended 

◊ Blaklash Workshop – 10 September. Mayor, Cr Underwood & CEO attended 

◊ 
Harvey Thomas, Choppy’s Boxing Club - 11 September. Mayor, Deputy Mayor & CEO 
attended 

◊ ABC News interview with the Mayor - 11 September. Mayor attended. 

◊ Audit Committee Meeting – 12 September. Mayor and Councillor Murgha attended 

◊ Bob Katter MP - 12 September. Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cr Underwood & CEO attended 

◊ 
Electrical Safety Office – Chambers meeting with Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cr Underwood & 
CEO, followed by Community Engagement, to promote Electrical Safety in the workplace, 
home and community, Jilara Oval – 12 September. 

 

GOVERNANCE 

We are diligently monitoring internal processes to ensure alignment with legislative requirements. 
Councillors now completed mandatory training modules.   
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GRANTS MANAGEMENT 

Grants Team continue to research and build a comprehensive list/status of all grant briefs, grants 
considered, grants applied and forecast opportunities in collaboration with each Department.  
 

A. GRANTS SUBMITTED DURING PERIOD 
 

• Queensland Government – Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local 
Government and Planning - Queensland Reconstruction Authority - Get Ready Qld – 
Emergency Kits for Yarrabah Residents $8,700 

 
B. GRANTS APPROVED DURING PERIOD 

 

• Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and 
the Arts – Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program Phase 4 –  

• Intersection Recovery Project - Back Beach Road/ Jungi Lane and Jabin Lane    

• YASC Day Care – Playground Repairs -YASC Day Care- Fencing Repairs - Malcolm Bishop 
Park – Yarrabah – Fencing Modification $ 71,351 

 

C. GRANTS AWAITING OUTCOME 

• Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and 
the Arts – Road Safety Actions Grants – Road Safety Programing Yarrabah with JUTE 
Theatre Company - $272,262 
 

• Queensland Government – Department of Tourism, Innovation and Sport- Active 
Women and Girls Program – Sports and training program and activities targeting Girls 
and Women - $25,000  
 

• Australian Government - Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development, Communications and the Arts - Roads to Recovery – Resealing Road 
surfaces at four sites where deterioration pose risks of further damage and safety 
concerns. $174,193 
 

• Queensland Government - Department of Housing, Local Government, Planning and 
Public Works – Economic Development and Growth - Works for Queensland  

o Development of the Yarrabah Bay Lookout and Walking Track -  
o Upgrade/Maintenance of the Arts Precinct Boardwalk and Amphitheatre - 

Upgrade Council’s facilities and beautification of the foreshore/esplanade - 
$4,920,000 

 

• Australian Government – Department of Industry, Science and Resources – 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development Communications and 
the Arts - Housing Support Program Housing Support Program - Stream 2 –Yarrabah 
Aboriginal Shire Council – Critical Enabling Infrastructure Water (WTP) and Sewerage 
(STP) Upgrade(s). - $18,800,000 
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• Queensland Government - Department of Treaty, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships, Communities and the Arts- Arts Queensland – Yarrabah Music and 
Cultural Festival – $30,000 

 

• National Indigenous Australians Agency – Agency Collaborates - Direct Approach – 
Project to utilise unspent funds from CDP Like Activities Grant – Recruitment and 
training of a Garden crew for the maintenance of Arts and Cultural Precinct, Jilara Oval, 
PCYC Sports Complex and the Swimming Pool $377,983.35 (Verbal approval – awaiting 
agreement) 

 
D. GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

• Queensland Government - Department of Housing, Local Government and Planning and 
Public Works – Scheme Supply Fund – Grants available to assist local governments 
increase and diversify the supply of housing to meet the changing and growing needs of 
communities. Up to $100,000 

 

• Australian Government – Department of Industry, Science and Resources – Department 
of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development Communications and the Arts – 
Growing Regions Program Stream 2 – Grant available for Capital works projects that 
deliver community and economic infrastructure projects across regional and rural 
Australia. $500,000 to $15 million  
 

• Australian Government – Department of Industry, Science and Resources – Department 
of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development Communications and the Arts - 
Regional Precincts and Partnerships Program  

• Stream one - Precinct development and planning. Grants available for master 
planning, consultation, design, business cases and partnership establishment. 
$500,000 to $5 million 

• Stream two - Precinct delivery. Grants available to help deliver one or more elements 
of a precinct. It could be enabling infrastructure (roads, pathways, and underground 
infrastructure), public infrastructure, or open spaces between elements or a particular 
building that activates other investment. - $5 million to $50 million  

 
o International Touring and Presentation Fund - supports international touring, 

showcasing and presentation opportunities for Australian artists and creative workers - 
$5,000 up to $850,000 

 
o Cages Foundation - Community Grants - This stream provides one-off grants (short 

term) to Aboriginal controlled organisations responding to an Immediate need for 
services to children and their families. Activities will be focused on Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children in the first five years of life – Up to $50,000 

 
o Queensland Government - Department of Employment, Small Business and Training - 

Indigenous Workforce and Skills Development Grant - The program funds Indigenous 
designed and led projects that support or respond to local training and workforce needs 
– up to $250,000 
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OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 

◊ 
Opposition Leader, David Crisafulli MP – 16 September. Mayor, Councillors & CEO to 
attend 

◊ 
Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation, Debbie Dixon-Searle Manager, Compliance, 
Remote Communities - 16 September. Mayor, Councillors & CEO to attend 

◊ MicroGrid – 17 September. Mayor, Deputy Mayor & CEO to attend 

◊ Tropical Public Health Services – 17 September. Mayor, Councillors & CEO to attend 

◊ Cairns Taxis & Kinetic – 18 September. Public transportation – Mayor & CEO to attend 

◊ 
NBN – Nicole Carroll, Regional Development & Engagement Manager FNQ - 20 September. 
CEO to attend. 

◊ Balamba Community Workshop – 23 &24 September. Community invite 

◊ Hon Curtis Pitt MP – 25 September. Mayor, Councillors & CEO to attend 

◊ YLF presentation – 25 September. Mayor, Councillors & CEO to attend 

◊ Yarrabah Brass Band – 26 September. Mayor & CEO to attend 

◊ Office of the Independent Assessor – 27 September. CEO to attend 

◊ Yarrabah Music Festival – 28 September. Community Event 

◊ Microgrid – 1 October. Mayor & CEO to attend  

◊ 
Energy & Water Ombudsman Community event – (Telecommunications, Taxation, 
Commonwealth, & Australian Financial Complaints Authority) – 1 October. Community 
Event 

◊ 
Councillor Induction Workshop - Queensland Treasury Corporation - 2 October. Councillors 
to attend 

◊ FNQROC Meeting - 3 October. Mayor & CEO to attend 

◊ Public Holiday - Kings Birthday - 7 October.  

◊ QCoast – 8 October. CEO to attend 

◊ 
QPS – Disaster Operations – Pre-Season Preparedness Briefing – 9 October. Deputy Mayor, 
Cr Neal & CEO to attend. 

◊ TWG Meeting – 10 October. Mayor, Deputy Mayor & CEO to attend 

◊ 
Director-General Department of Education, Government Champion for Yarrabah, Michael 
De’Ath, – 15 October. Mayor, Councillors & CEO to attend 

◊ Ordinary Council Meeting 16 October.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council accept the CEO Operational Report for the period to 12 September 2024. 
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7.2 YASC MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

File Number: 02.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Mike Mair, Director - Corporate Services 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Provide council with monthly financial report. This report covers the financial period 31st August 
2024.  

BACKGROUND 

This report is created with the following in mind: 

Local Government Regulations, s204 - Financial  

(1) The local government must prepare a financial report. 

(2) The chief executive officer must present the financial report—  

(a) if the local government meets less frequently than monthly—at each meeting of the local 
government; or  
(b) otherwise —at a meeting of the local government once a month. 

(3) The financial report must state the progress that has been made in relation to the local 
government’s budget for the period of the financial year up to a day as near as practicable to the 
end of the month before the meeting is held. 

CEO delegates the reporting responsibility to the Corporate Services Director – Mike Mair. 

COMMENT 

The information provided in this report reflects the financial accounts and statements for the 
month end. 

The content of the reports to include information on the following: 

Overview of  

1. Operating results 

2. Current Debtors 

• Trade Debtors & Trade Creditors,  

• Housing Debtors  

3. Capital works 

4. Balance sheet 

5. Cash position 

6. Commercial leases 

 

POLICY/FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 

Local Government Regulations, s204 - Financial  
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RISK 

Compliance. 

CONSULTATION 

Executive Leadership Team 

Finance Manager  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Finance Report August 2024    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council accept the 31st August 2024 Finance Reports as tabled. 

1. Operating results 
2. Current Debtors:  

• Trade Debtors & Creditors,  

• Housing Debtors 
3. Capital works 
4. Balance sheet 
5. Cash position 
6. Status of Commercial leases 
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7.3 POLICY REVIEW - PROCUREMENT 

File Number: 03.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Mike Mair, Director - Corporate Services 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Review of Procurement Policy – Section 8. PURCHASES UNDER $15,000 (GST Exclusive) 

COMMENT 

As a result of the Building Services Departments increased business volume and increased cost 
structure a review of Section 8 of the Procurement Policy was conducted. The highlight clauses are 
recommended for inclusion in the Policy.  

POLICY/FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 

Policy review 

RISK 

• Policy compliance 

• Regulatory compliance 

• Communication 

• Service standard 

CONSULTATION 

• YASC CEO 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Procurement Policy Section 8    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to endorse and adopt the recommend changes to Section 8 of the 
Procurement Policy.  

 Council authorise the implementation action to be carried out by CEO and Director. 
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7.4 POLICY REVIEW - COUNCILLORS EXPENSES 

File Number: 04.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Mike Mair, Director - Corporate Services 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Review of Reimbursement of Councillors Expenses Policy – Section 1.2 Accommodation 

COMMENT 

The policy has been reviewed. It is recommended that the following paragraph below be removed 
from the Policy given the length of time meetings/functions can go to and the associated safety 
risks to Councillors  driving  through the range at night back to Yarrabah. 

 

“Unless the CEO is satisfied special circumstances apply, accommodation 
expenses will not be paid in connection with attendance at events in the 
Cairns, Tablelands and Innisfail areas as travel to and from these areas in 
one day would normally be possible.” 

POLICY/FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 

Policy review 

RISK 

• Policy compliance 

• Regulatory compliance 

• Communication 

• Service standard 

CONSULTATION 

• YASC CEO 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to endorse and adopt the recommended changes to Section 1.2 of the 
Reimbursement of Councillors Expenses Policy by removal of the paragraph:-  

“Unless the CEO is satisfied special circumstances apply, accommodation 
expenses will not be paid in connection with attendance at events in the 
Cairns, Tablelands and Innisfail areas as travel to and from these areas in 
one day would normally be possible.” 

 Council authorise the implementation action to be carried out by CEO and Director. 
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Request for Council to consider 1 Council Shutdown day during the 2024 Christmas and Festive 
season. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Providing for shutdown (as per Table 1) and for 1 x paid “Council Shutdown” day in this period will 
allow employees the opportunity to attend to their personal welfare with minimal financial impact 
to the employee, whilst being cognisant of our current financial position and responsibilities. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to  

1. In accordance with clause 19 of the Queensland Local Government Industry (Streams A, B & 
C) Award – State 2017, Council resolve to declare the Annual Closedown period for from 
close of business on Friday 20 December 2024 to Friday 3 January 2025 with staff retuning to 
work on Monday 6 January 2025. 

2. Council further resolves to provide 1 paid “Council Shutdown” day to all employees during 
this period. 

3. Council further resolves that staff required to work as part of required service delivery 
during this period will accumulate the 1 paid “Council Shutdown” day and will be required to 
take this day in the first quarter of 2025. 
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7.6 COUNCIL ENDORSEMENT - YARRABAH PROPOSED SOCIAL HOUSING ACCOMMODATION 
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

File Number: 06.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Richard Wright, Chief Executive Officer 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To seek Council endorsement of proposed Capital Strategy with Queensland Housing for delivery 
program of new constructions 2024 – 2031. 

BACKGROUND 

To secure funding for the ongoing construction to address ongoing housing shortages in 
community, a proposed strategy has been developed in consultation with stakeholders for a 
delivery program. 

COMMENT 

Endorsement of this strategy will allow the securing the necessary funding specifically for the 
overcrowding project, including the demolition of existing plugins and infill sites. This also relates 
to the Ambrym Street and Balamba projects. 

CONSULTATION 

• Department of Housing, Local Government, Planning and Public Works (Queensland) 

• YASC Building Services and Housing Departments 

• Community consultation with regards to Ambrym Street and Balamba.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Draft - Yarrabah Proposed Social Housing Accommodation Construction Program    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to endorse the Yarrabah Proposed Social Housing Accommodation 
Construction Program. 
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7.7 AMMENDMENT TO PREVIOUS RESOLUTION - SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION OF 
SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATION 

File Number: 07.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Richard Wright, Chief Executive Officer 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To seek Council endorsement to amend Resolution 10:26/07/2024 relating to the awarding of the 
tender to “Supply, Delivery and Installation of Short-Term Accommodation”..  

BACKGROUND 

As recorded in the minutes on 26 July 2024:- 

 

COMMENT 

Since the awarding of this contract, relating to the construction of five (5) cabins, Council has 
secured funding via the Forward Remote Capital Program, Department of Housing, for the supply 
of an additional two (2) cabins . 

Approval is sought from the Council to amend the previously awarded contract for 5 cabins and 
accept the updated proposal from the preferred tenderer for the supply, delivery, and installation 
of 7 cabins, following additional funding received from the Department of Housing under the 
Forward Capital Program. 

Section 262 of the Local Government Regulations 2012 states:- 

262 Repeal or amendment of resolutions 

A resolution of a local government may be repealed or amended only if notice of intention 

to propose the repeal or amendment is given to each councillor at least 5 days before the 

meeting at which the proposal is to be made. 

This provision has been complied with, by the supply of this report by email correspondence to 

Councillors on 13 September 2024. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Updated proposal from Contractor    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to  
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1. Amend Resolution 10:26/07/2024 relating to relating to the awarding of the tender to 
“Supply, Delivery and Installation of Short-Term Accommodation” 

2. Council notes the initial contract for the supply, delivery, and installation of 5 cabins has 
been awarded based on the previous tender process. Council acknowledges the advice 
from the Department of Housing regarding additional funding available for the 
procurement of 2 more cabins, bringing the total to 7 cabins. 

3. Council accepts the updated proposal from the preferred tenderer for the supply, delivery, 
and installation of the 7 cabins, broken down as follows: 

- 4 x 3-bedroom homes at $422,565 (inclusive of GST) per home. 

- 3 x 4-bedroom homes at $554,180 (inclusive of GST) per home. 

- Total contract value: $3,352,800 (inclusive of GST). 

4. Council authorises the CEO to provide a new contract to reflect the updated scope and 
cost. 
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7.8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND LTD’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

File Number: 08.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Richard Wright, Chief Executive Officer 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To advise Council of correspondence received in relation to the annual LGAQ conference and 
Annual General Meeting 

BACKGROUND 

As Council is aware, the Local Government Association of Queensland Ltd (LGAQ) will be holding 
its 128th Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting (AGM) at Brisbane from 21 to 23 
October 2024. 

The annual conference will commence on the morning of Monday 21 October 2024 and the AGM 
will be held at 8:35 am on Wednesday 23 October 2024. 

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Under its constitution, the LGAQ must provide a Notice of AGM to all members not less than 21 
days prior to the AGM. Council receives allocation of 2 votes for motions before the AGM. If 
Council nominates 2 delegates, each delegate will be allocated 1 vote. If Council nominates 1 
delegate, both votes will be allocated to that delegate. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Notice of LGAQ Annual General Meeting   
2. Voting Entitlement Letter   
3. Delegate Voting Entitlement Form    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to:- 

1. Confirm attendance of all Councillors and CEO at the LGAQ annual conference. 

2. Council nominates its two delegates for the AGM as the Mayor and CEO. 

3. Authorise the CEO to complete the delegate voting form accordingly and return to LGAQ. 

4. Council also notes the attendance of Councillor Murgha and the CEO at the Reef Guardian 
Councils executive meetings in Brisbane on 22 and 23 October 2024. 
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Kindy – 2 x + Inclusion Support 5 

Afterschool care Nil School holidays 5 

TOTAL 27 

 
 

3. YARRABAH INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE CENTRE  

 

The First 5 Forever program is scheduled to commence on a quarterly basis, starting on the 17th of 

September. A promotional day will be held to raise awareness about the program, highlight the 

learning objectives, and provide information on the activities we will be running. 

 

Room Hire 

 

We had numerous room bookings, with a total of nine for the month. There have been several 

general enquiries regarding the room booking process, including questions about fees, room sizes, 

and locations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. YARRABAH ARTS AND CULTURAL PRECINCT 

The Yarrabah Arts and Cultural Precinct (YACP) remains a vibrant cornerstone of our community, 
dedicated to preserving and promoting the rich cultural heritage of Yarrabah. Since 1 July 2024, 
we have engaged with 78 patrons, with 46 visiting in the current month. Our sales figures reflect 
the economic potential of our arts sector, with year-to-date sales reaching $28,545 and month-
to-date sales at $17,065. These figures underscore the increasing local and external interest in 
Yarrabah’s arts and cultural initiatives 

Events, Projects, and Art Awards 

Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair & National Indigenous Fashion Awards (NIFA) 

YACP artists Philomena Yeatman and Michelle Yeatman, accompanied by the Manager, 
represented Yarrabah at this prestigious event. Philomena won the NIFA Traditional Adornment 
category, while Simone Arnol took home the Fashion Designer award. These accolades have 
significantly boosted our profile, with media coverage from Vogue Australia, NITV, National 
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Photo Board  

YACP FULL COLLECTION – CIAF, images released this month. 

https://nit.com.au/08-08-2024/12969/national-indigenous-fashion-awards-crowns-

its-2024-winners 

https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/here-are-the-winners-of-the-national-indigenous-

fashion-awards/c19c8ttqj 

https://www.ragtrader.com.au/news/seven-first-nations-designers-score-in-national-

awards 

https://www.vogue.com.au/fashion/news/simone-arnol-designer-of-the-year-

nifa/image-gallery/8a6e06cc7eb0a5fb9c989d809dfb7493 

 

     
 
 

5. COMMUNITY EVENTS AND PROGRAMS 

The Community Service Officer (CSO) is actively involved in planning and coordinating upcoming 
events. Recent activities include: 

The Director of People & Communities (DP&C) and the Community Services Officer (CSO) met with 
the State Library to finalize the Action Plan for the Indigenous Knowledge Centre (IKC). 

DP&C and the CSO also met with Queensland Music Festival (QMF) representatives to discuss 
preparations for the Yarrabah Music Festival, scheduled for 28th September 2024. 

The CSO is assisting with the Food Cube project by distributing the cubes to participants and 
organizing the drop-off and filling of the cubes. The CSO has also attended project meetings and 
provided updates via Teams. 

The CSO has been assisting Art Centre manager with inquiries and ticket allocations for the 
Yarrabah Music Festival, ensuring all positions are filled. 

Assistance was provided to Heartfelt Care in booking the BMP for a Meet & Greet event with 
Yodie Batzke, an independent candidate for Mulgrave. 

The CSO has liaised with Gurriny Yealamucka (GYHSAC) regarding upcoming community hall 
events. 
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Security 

Over the past month, there has been an increase in vandalism and damage to council property, 

particularly at the Yarrabah Beach Road work site, where bricks were smashed. Security patrols 

have been increased, and names of suspects have been forwarded to the Director based on logs 

from the security team. 

On 31st August 2024, Safety Officer received a call from the security team about a fire at the 
Museum Barn Shed. Upon arrival, we found ride-on mowers burning inside the shed. With help 
from Rural Fire Yarrabah and the Yarrabah Police, the fire was extinguished, and the mowers were 
removed from the shed. The incident reported to Police. 

COEX Recycling Shed Audit 
WHS Coordinator has followed up on work orders related to the Coex Recycling Shed Audit. Some 
items are still pending delivery. Once all items arrive, WHS Coordinator will complete the checklist 
for the shed's compliance. 
 
Drug and Alcohol 
Random Drug and Alcohol testing of staff and contractors. No positive detections to drugs or 
alcohol. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council accept the Director of People and Communities Operational Report, tabled as read.   
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7.11 BUILDING SERVICES - OPERATIONAL REPORT 

File Number: 11.MFD_OM.20240919 

Author: Wayne Douglas, Director Building Services 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To report to Council the status/activities of Building Services areas for the months of August - 
September 2024 

BACKGROUND 

The focus for the Building Services Department over this period has been: 

• Physical completion & Closure of HH1 work orders with invoice to QBuild. 

• A big effort has been made recently to reduce numbers of aged work orders and the aged 
report is just starting to show this. Many more work order invoices were received by 
QBuild yesterday which would not have made it into the latest report, so actual numbers 
are lower than reported. 

• Implemented new quoting spreadsheet to capture true costs and ensure correct margins. 
Already 60+ quotations created with this spreadsheet. Errors appeared to have reduced to 
zero and time for creation of each quotation has reduced from average of 25 minutes 
down to 3-4 minutes. Based on the above we have saved over 21 hours in last 6 weeks 
quoting alone. Our Administration Coordinator has even drafted a couple of quotations for 
me to review prior to sending to QBuild. Having admin staff able to draft quotes as well as 
Henry, Bill and I will allow for quicker responses and less delays. 

• Implemented a new job card calculation spreadsheet which is aimed at minimising errors, 
saving time and maximising profit. Administration of job card invoice preparation is now 
simpler and quicker. All staff using it have given it their approval. 

• Organising tool kits for our carpenters so they can be effective out in the field. These tool 
kits are to be each carpenter’s responsibility to look after and maintain. Request for POs to 
Cairns Hardware have been made and the tools kits are now ready to deliver once POs are 
received. 

• Healthy Housing round 2 is getting much more organised now which should start to see 
this program progress quicker and this will no doubt please all in the HH team and 
hierarchy  

 

Other actions in progress are: 

A separate fencing program – Properties to be identified by QBuild and Housing with council input. 
Currently our carpenters are installing the fencing at 14 Smith Street as well as a myriad of other 
repairs throughout the community. We are planning on building up a specialised team for 
predominately fencing projects.  

A separate garden shed program – A meeting was held on 5th September between Housing, QBuild 
and myself to outline how this would look and nominate standards for garden shed installs. 
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o Program delays 

▪ Some delays caused due to inclement weather including rain and wind 

o Project crew and new construction crews commencing new EHO and ESO works 

sheds 

▪ Portal frames complete 

▪ Sheeting complete with exception of ridge capping and flashings 

▪ Fit out on track for ESO shed SCADA installation 

• Contractor engaged and progressing with this scope outside of this 
funded program 

▪ Electrical initial fit off complete to ESO shed August 2024 

▪ Final carpentry fix-out to be complete to ESO shed during month of 
September and local painter engaged to complete paint work 

▪ EHO shed to be sheeted by the end of September and Carpentry fix out kick 
off October. 

o Council has 6 staff currently undertaking Cert 3 in Civil Construction which includes 

obtaining their civil trade and machinery tickets  
 

• Work in progress (WIP) – Machinery Storage Shed 

o Installation of piers for columns commenced 

o Concrete slab pour scheduled 18th September 24 

▪ Delays due to inclement weather and programming 

 

• Work in progress (WIP) – Hygiene Shed building 

o Construction of a new cabinetry required  
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▪ Supplier / contractor engaged and expected to fit off 16th September 24 
 

C) Project: Cemetery Fencing 
Progress Update: 

• Complete – nil to report 
PROJECT 81907 – NEW CONSTRUCTION  

 
 

 
A) Project: 32 Workshop Road 

Progress Update: 

o Complete 

o Defects complete 

 

B) 4 Dabah Road 
Progress Update: 

o Complete 

o Yarrabah new construction team have attended to almost all defects 

▪ Minimal defects remain (minor) 

 

C) 19 Smith Street 
Progress Update: 

o Complete 

o Yarrabah new construction team have attended to almost all defects 

▪ Defects complete 

 

D) 14 Smith Street 
Progress Update: 

• Completed works 

o Driveways complete 
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o Ceiling sheets and plastering complete 

o Carpentry fix-out complete 

o Initial paint internal and external complete 

o Electrical fit off complete 

o Vinyl complete 

o Floor tiles complete 

o Tiling final 

o Joinery final 

o Plumbing fit off 

o Painting complete 

o Landscaping complete 

• Works in Progress 

o Fencing in progress 

o Pre handover inspections 

o Anticipate PC 20th September 24 

 
E) 7 Beach Street 

Progress Update: 

• Completed works 

o Concrete base slab poured 02/08/2024 

o Plumbing under-slab 

o Electrical connection to property pole 

o Blockwork complete 

▪ Time lost due to 3 x separate events of vandalism to 7 Beach St 

• Works in Progress 

o Bond beam set up 

o Blockfill  

 

F) 64 Gribble Street 
Progress Update: 

• Completed works 

o Concrete base slab poured 13/08/2024 

o Plumbing underslab 

o Electrical connection to property pole 

o Time lost due to due to vandalism on 7 Beach St 

• Works in Progress 
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o Blockwork to commence 16th September 24 

 

Local Recovery and Resilience Grant (QRA funded) 

 

A) LRRG Daycare – Stormwater upgrades 
Progress update: 

o Works complete – YASC to begin close outs 

 

B) LRRG PCYC Stormwater upgrades 
Progress update: 

• Works complete to concrete swale drain 

• PCYC building wall requires painting 

o Local painting contractor has been issued PO for these works 

o Local painting contractor has programmed these works to commence 

September 24 

 

C) LRRG Disaster Coordination Centre Stormwater Resilience Project 
Progress update: 

• Works in progress 

o Wall 1 & Wall 2 complete including drainage and revegetation 

o Council acknowledges minimal earthworks are required to ‘finish’ the open 
drainage. It is proposed to allow some time for settlement and to ensure 
drainage channels are sufficient. 

o Project is not intended to be closed out 
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▪ Project funding will not be closed out until after next wet season in 
the event additional works are required 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolve to accept the report of the Director - Building Services, tabled as read. 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1 CORRESPONDENCE - REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP - SURVIVAL DAY KNOCKOUTS 
RECONCILIATION RUGBY LEAGUE CARNIVAL 

File Number: 01.COR_OM.20240919 

Author: Richard Wright, Chief Executive Officer 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To advise Council of correspondence received, requesting sponsorship for the Survival Day 
Knockouts Reconciliation Rugby League Carnival. 

BACKGROUND 

Survival Day Knockouts Reconciliation Rugby League Carnival will take place on Friday 24th – 
Sunday 26th of January 2025 at Jones Park, Cairns. The founder of the carnival, Mr Noel 
Underwood has written to the Mayor and CEO (see attachment 1) requesting support, in line with 
various sponsorship packages ranging from $2,500 to $10,000 (see attachment 2), or any other 
support Council may consider. 

COMMENT 

Council may consider this request falls within the ambit of Council’s Community Grants Policy. 

The level of assistance available through the programme is limited by Council’s budget decisions 
and its strategic priorities.  

In accordance with the Policy, only one entitlement shall be considered in the financial year per 
individual, team or organisation that apply to the Council prior to the event for assistance and 
meet the necessary criteria. 

The Policy provides that community grants are capped at $1,000.00 per year per organisation and 
has been the standard endorsed by Council in similar circumstances. 

POLICY/FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 

Community Grants Policy 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Correspondence - Request for sponsorship   
2. Sponsorship Package    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:- 

1. Note the correspondence tabled as read.  

2. Authorise the CEO to make payment in accordance with the Community Grants 
Policy to the amount of $1,000.  
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8.2 CORRESPONDENCE - GOVERNMENT HOUSE QUEENSLAND 

File Number: 02.COR_OM.20240919 

Author: Richard Wright, Chief Executive Officer 
  

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Tabling of correspondence from Government House Queensland, dated 27 August 2024. 
 

BACKGROUND 

Letter on behalf of the Governor of Queensland with regards to congratulations of election and 

requesting advice of any upcoming events Council may wish to consider inviting the Governor 
to attend. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Correspondence from Government House Queensland    

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note the correspondence tabled, as read. 
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9 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS    

Nil  

10 CLOSE OF MEETING 




