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   MINUTES OF YARRABAH ABORIGINAL SHIRE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE YARRABAH ABORIGINAL SHIRE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
ON MONDAY, 29 JUNE 2026 AT 0900 

 

PRESENT: Daryl Sexton (Mayor), Cr Michael Sands, Cr Amy Neal, Cr Brian Underwood 
and Cr Hezron Murgha 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Michael Miller (CEO), Mike Mair (Director - Corporate Services) & Melissa 
Gudgeon (Executive Assistant)  

 

1 MEETING OPEN AND WELCOME  

Mayor Sexton declared the meeting open at 9:10am. 

The Mayor welcomed councillors and staff members present to the meeting. 

One minute silence was observed to respect those who have passed away. 

Councillor Amy Neal opened with a word of Prayer. 

2 APOLOGIES  

Nil  

3 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLUTION  01:29/06/2026  

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 20 May 2026 be adopted. 

 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

CARRIED 

 

4 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

5 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST – COUNCIL / REGISTER UPDATES 

The Mayor reminded the Councillors of the requirement to declare their conflicts of interest to the 
CEO prior to the meeting and called on all councillors to re-declare them now. 

No declarations made. 
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6 MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

6.1 CEO REPORT 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To present the Chief Executive Officer’s Report for the reporting period of June 2026 for Council’s 
consideration. This report provides an update on key organisational priorities, housing and capital 
works programs, stakeholder engagement activities, governance matters and strategic initiatives 
currently being progressed by Council. 

 

RESOLUTION  02:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to  

1. Receive and note the Chief Executive Officer Report for the reporting period of June 2026. 

Moved: Cr Amy Neal 
Seconded: Cr Brian Underwood 

CARRIED 

ACTIONS:  

Portable housing (dongas) on country 

 Action: investigate the feasibility of placing portable housing (dongas) on country and 
assess the associated risks to council, including legal, planning, land tenure, insurance and 
operational considerations.  

 Purpose: report back to council on the viability and risks of this option.  

Community road signage 

 Action: follow up the current status of road signage throughout the community, including 
the installation and maintenance of signage at the roundabout.  

 Purpose: provide council with an update on outstanding signage works and expected 
timeframes for completion. 

 

At 10:26 am, Cr Michael Sands left the meeting. 

At 10:31 am, Cr Michael Sands returned to the meeting. 
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6.2 YASC MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

PURPOSE 

To present the Director’s Report for the reporting period YTD May 2026 for Council’s 
consideration. 

 

RESOLUTION  03:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to: 

1. Receive and note the Director’s Report for the reporting period May 2026. 

Moved: Mayor Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

CARRIED 

ACTION: Housing overview of the debt, including an assessment of the financial implications and 
feasibility of handing the housing function back to the state. 

 
6.3 2026-2027 BUDGET 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

Council to adopt the 2026/27 Budget 

  

RESOLUTION  04:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to adopt Council’s budget for 2026-2027 & approve the Revenue Policy for 
2026-2027. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Mayor Daryl Sexton 

CARRIED 

 
At 10:43AM meeting was adjourned. 
At 10:57AM the meeting was reconvened. 
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6.4 PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES APRIL REPORT 

PURPOSE 

Present the Director’s Report for the May 2026 reporting period for Council’s consideration. 

 

RESOLUTION  05:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to: 

1. Receive and note the Director’s Report for the reporting period May 2026 

Moved: Mayor Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

CARRIED 

 
6.5 BUILDING SERVICES 

PURPOSE 

To present the Director’s Report for the reporting period May/June - 2026 for Council’s 
consideration. 

 

RESOLUTION  06:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to: 

1. Receive and note the Director’s Report for the reporting period May/June 2026. 

Moved: Cr Michael Sands 
Seconded: Cr Brian Underwood 

CARRIED 
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6.6 CAPITAL HOUSING PROGRAM – SELF-CONTAINED UNIT (SCU) CONTRACT AWARD 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement to award the construction contract for 
two new Self-Contained Units (SCUs) located at 3 Walker Close and 7 Walker Close, Yarrabah, as 
part of the Remote Capital Housing Program. 

 

RESOLUTION  07:29/06/2026  

1. That Council resolve to That Council: Endorse the Tender awarded to Price Master Builders 
as per the following breakdown:  

1. Endorse the Tender awarded to Price Master Builders as per the following breakdown: 

A. 7 Walker Close SCU -  $383,270.00 excl gst 

$421,597.00 incl gst 

B. 3 Walker Close SCU $387,365.82 excl gst 

$426,102.40 incl gst 

Total: $847,699.40 

 

In Favour: Mayor Daryl Sexton, Cr Amy Neal, Cr Hezron Murgha (3) 
Abstained: Cr Michael Sands (1) 
Conflict of Interest: Cr Brian Underwood (did not participate in the vote) 

 

 Moved: Mayor Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

CARRIED 
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6.7 CAPITAL HOUSING PROGRAM – PROGRAM 2 AND 3 CHANGES 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To seek Council endorsement of the proposed address and housing type changes for Program 2 
and Program 3 of the Capital Housing Program to ensure the efficient delivery of approved 
housing projects and achieve program outcomes within existing funding allocations. 

 

RESOLUTION  08:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to Endorse the proposed address and housing type changes for Program 2 
and Program 3 of the Capital Housing Program as detailed within this report. 

Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to undertake all necessary administrative actions to facilitate 
the delivery of the approved projects within existing program funding allocations. 

 

1/ABSTAIN (CR MICHAEL SANDS) 
Moved: Cr Amy Neal 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

CARRIED 

 

 
6.8 DIRECTOR OF INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT 

PURPOSE 

To present the Director’s Report for the reporting period May/June 2026 for Council’s consideration. 

 

RESOLUTION  09:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to: 

1. Receive and note the Director’s Report for the reporting period May/June 2026 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

CARRIED 

 

At 12:08 pm, Cr Brian Underwood left the meeting. 
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6.9 PALMER BRIDGE NAMING REQUEST 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To present to Council a request received from Mr Henry Miller (Snr) seeking the naming of the 
bridge located at Oombunghi Creek on Back Beach Road, Yarrabah, as “Palmer Bridge”, and to 
seek Council direction regarding the progression of the request in accordance with Council’s 
Naming of Community Infrastructure and Places Policy. 

 

RESOLUTION  10:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to: 

Receive and note the request to name the Oombunghi Creek Bridge on Back Beach Road as 
“Palmer Bridge”. 

Endorse the commencement of the public consultation process in accordance with Council’s 
Naming of Community Infrastructure and Places Policy. 

Receive a further report following completion of the public consultation process for Council’s 
consideration and final determination. 

 

Moved: Cr Michael Sands 
Seconded: Cr Hezron Murgha 

CARRIED 

At 12:15 pm, Cr Brian Underwood returned to the meeting. 

6.10 COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP REQUEST – YARRABAH SEAHAWKS JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE 
CLUB 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To present Council with a sponsorship request from the Yarrabah Seahawks Junior Rugby League 
Football Club and seek Council’s consideration of financial assistance for the 2026 rugby league 
season 

 

RESOLUTION  11:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to  

1. Receive the sponsorship request from the Yarrabah Seahawks Junior Rugby League Football 
Club.  

2. Consider providing sponsorship assistance in the amount of $_1000________ for the 2026 
rugby league season.  

3. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to advise the Club of Council’s decision. 

Moved: Mayor Daryl Sexton 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

CARRIED 
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At 12:15 pm, Cr Hezron Murgha left the meeting. 
 
6.11 SPONSORSHIP REQUEST – YA’ATHU UNITED U14 GIRLS TEAM 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

To present a sponsorship request received from the Ya’athu United Under 14 Girls Football Team 
seeking financial assistance from Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council to support the team’s 
participation in the QMC Murri Carnival in Brisbane from 20–23 September 2026. 

 

RESOLUTION  12:29/06/2026  

That Council resolve to  

1. Receive and note the sponsorship request from the Ya’athu United Under 14 Girls Football 
Team seeking financial assistance to attend the QMC Murri Carnival in Brisbane in 
September 2026.  

2. Consider the request in accordance with Council’s sponsorship and community support 
provisions.  

3. Determine the level of financial or in-kind support to be provided, if any. 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

CARRIED 

 

At 12:22 pm, Cr Hezron Murgha returned to the meeting. 

7 GENERAL BUSINESS 

7.1 EOI NAMING OF BULGARU RD  

RESOLUTION  13:29/06/2026  

THAT COUNCIL: 

1. Endorse the commencement of the public consultation process for the proposed naming of 
Bulgaru road, in accordance with council's naming of community infrastructure and places 
policy.  

2. Receive a further report following the completion of the public consultation process for 
council's consideration and final determination. 

Moved: Cr Michael Sands 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

CARRIED 
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7.2 AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING - INDEPENDENT MEMBER APPT 

RESOLUTION  14:29/06/2026  

Resolution – Appointment of Independent Member, Audit Committee 

That Council: 

1. Notes that an Expression of Interest process was undertaken for the appointment of an 
Independent Member to the Audit Committee. 

2. Notes that the Chief Executive Officer and the Director of Corporate Services have 
reviewed the applications received. 

3. Endorses the recommendation of the Chief Executive Officer and the Director of Corporate 
Services. 

4. Appoints Mr James Gaustad as the Independent Member of the Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire 
Council Audit Committee for a term in accordance with the Audit Committee Charter and 
the agreed conditions of appointment. 

5. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to finalise and execute all necessary documentation 
to formalise the appointment. 

 

Moved: Cr Brian Underwood 
Seconded: Cr Amy Neal 

CARRIED 

8 STRATEGIC PORTFOLIO UPDATE 

Councillors to provide updates on Meetings and Trips and other information for the meeting. 

9 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS   

Nil  

10 CLOSE OF MEETING 

Date for the next Council Ordinary Meeting is Wednesday 15 July 2026. 

The Mayor thanked the councillors and staff for their participation and attendance at the meeting. 

Meeting closed at 12:30 pm. 

  

................................................... 

MAYOR 
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